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P

art of belonging to the Catholic Church means that
our faith remains mysteriously new throughout
the ages. For rather than belonging to any single time
or generation, it belongs to all people in every stage
of life. And so, says volunteer High School Youth
Ministry Coordinator Taylor Mitchell, it remains our
responsibility here at St. John Apostle & Evangelist
Parish to continuously look toward the future, working
together to form and include the youth of our parish
into the faith community.
“When we talk about the parish, we aren’t only
talking about the parish as it exists here and now at
this particular time,” Taylor says. “We are also looking
towards the future. Youth ministry allows us to invest
in a large subsection of the parish that will eventually
take our places. It calls us, the larger parish community,
to become a youth-friendly parish so that youth ministry, rather than becoming a group
of teenagers who are sequestered from the rest of the parish, becomes a truly welcoming
environment and a jumping-off point into full parish participation.”
LifeTeen is designed to fulfill this calling by uniquely engaging and incorporating teens
into the Church. Based off the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishop’s definition of youth
ministry as “the response of the Christian community to the needs of young people and the
sharing of the unique gifts with the larger community” (Renewing the Vision, USCCB, 1997)
it creates what Taylor describes as a “mutual recognition of and sharing of gifts” between old
and young parishioners alike.
This process begins with the ministry’s weekly Life Nights occurring nearly every
Sunday following the 6 p.m. Mass. Much more than “simple catechesis,” Taylor says these
continued on back cover
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Formation

Transformed Through Christ
“Jesus not only calls people to him but also forms them and sends them out in his service.”
From Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response

T

his month, we are emphasizing the third pillar of parish
stewardship — formation. Formation is the process of
studying Christ’s teachings and incorporating them deeply
into our lives. It is a lifelong effort by which we “put on
Christ” (Rom 13:14) and are “transformed by the renewal of
our minds” (Rom 12:2).
Above all, our formation should include studying
Scripture and Church teaching. It should also include
discussion with other Catholics and honest self-assessment.
Its goal is to “discern the will of God, what is good and
pleasing and perfect” (Rom 12:2).
Because formation helps us understand God’s will, it
therefore leads naturally to good stewardship. When our
minds are transformed through Christ, we become like
Him — as Christ gave His life for us, so we give our lives
to others.
Formation is not just an individual task. Instead, it is
a communal responsibility that, when applied, will further
help St. John Apostle & Evangelist to grow as a stewardship
parish. Each one of us has an inherent need to give — to
move from “selfishness to selflessness,” as the Diocese of
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Wichita’s document The Pillars of Parish Stewardship aptly
states. Formation is a process of spiritual growth, and it leads
to a deeper understanding of loving others as God loves us.
Naturally, then, our Catholic formation should not end
upon celebrating the Sacrament of Confirmation, or turning
18 years old. Formation is a formidable task that we as
Catholics should participate in for the duration of our lives. It
involves “education of the mind and conversion of the heart”
(The Pillars of Parish Stewardship), and helps us to lead the
stewardship way of life rather than just understand it.
This summer season, why not make formation a part of
your daily routine? Start off by reading 10 minutes of Sacred
Scripture a day, or by studying a chapter of the Catechism of
the Catholic Church on a daily basis. Read a biography of
your favorite saint for an example of an individual who lived
as a disciple of Christ, and use this person as a role model
when tending to your daily tasks. Keep an eye on our weekly
parish bulletin for faith formation opportunities at the parish.
Before long, your commitment to formation will lead you to
naturally live the Catholic faith and understand stewardship in
ways that you never imagined before.
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A Letter From Our Pastor

What Is the Real
Purpose of Our Lives?
Dear Parishioners,

D

o you ever think about your purpose
in life? Even as a priest, I certainly
do. There are days and times of frustration
when I think, “What am I really supposed
to do? What does God want me to do?
Why am I here?” For eons, philosophers
have considered these very questions and
written about them.
But the truth is that we, as
Catholics, already know the answers.
When we consider the many facets
of life in our parish community, there
are numerous activities and endeavors
that go beyond attending Mass. From
fundraising efforts, to social outreach/
service, childcare and more, there are
many ways in which we serve our
community.
Yet, as we undertake these
important pursuits — both within and
outside of the parish — we must always
remember that our ultimate goal is
salvation. After all, the only reason we
exist, the only reason our Church exists,
is the same as the reason Jesus joined us
and became a part of us here on earth —
He came to save humanity.

We use the term the “body of
Christ” to describe the Church
with Christ as the head. We are all
parts of that body, and the parts of
the body must move in the same
direction as the body itself — it
simply won’t function if the parts
are moving in different directions.
We are all in this together.
When our lives are complete,
we do not base our success or failure
on how much money we have, or
whether or not we are famous. Nor does
our success or failure depend upon the
difference between health and sickness, or
pleasure and pain, or even being nice or
nasty. Rather, it is the difference between
being saved and not being saved.
I often think of my family members
who have already crossed the bridge of
salvation, and as a priest, I deal with that
issue with others on a very regular basis.
Sometimes, I wonder if they ever fully
realized that salvation was the answer to
so many of our questions in life.
I am surrounded by memories
of those who have gone before, as

are almost all of you. We are apt
to use the term “the communion of
saints” in many ways in our Church.
Someday, we will know more about
the “communion of saints” and how it
all works. In the meantime, we pray
for everyone who has gone before us,
hoping they have made it home.
Pray for me as I pray for you!
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Msgr. John S. Mbinda
Pastor
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Congratulations to Our Confirmation
and First Communion Students
On May 19 and 20, many of our parish youth celebrated two of the Sacraments of Initiation
— receiving Confirmation and First Communion. We offer our heartfelt congratulations to
these young parishioners who are proceeding onward in their faith journeys!
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An Important Step on the Vocational Journey:
The Ordination of Deacon Romple Emwalu
On May 25, Romple Emwalu took a key step on his vocation journey, as he
was ordained a transitional deacon. We congratulate Deacon Romple Emwalu,
and let us pray for him as he proceeds on his vocational and faith journey.

Mass Reverence and Etiquette

F

or many of us, when we are invited to a wedding,
one of our first considerations is “what am I going to
wear?” We wouldn’t think of showing up at a formal event
in our workout clothes. How many of us search for just the
right outfit to wear to our annual office party or on a date?
Compare that to how much thought we put into what we wear
to Mass on Sunday.
How we dress for an occasion indicates the importance
that we place upon that particular celebration. At Mass, we
encounter God through the Liturgy of the Word and the
Liturgy of the Eucharist. Dressing appropriately for Mass is
one way that we show respect both for God and for our faith
family. And this respect is important at all Masses – no matter
what time of day or night.
Think about what you are teaching your children when
you all wear your “Sunday clothes” to Mass. You are
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reminding them that Mass is a special celebration. After all,
we are going to Jesus’ house.
Some people may quickly point out that Mass shouldn’t
be a fashion show – a place to show off your finery – and they
are right! We also know that some parishioners come to Mass
on their way home from work, and they certainly should not
feel embarrassed about arriving at Mass in their work clothes.
And no one should ever stay away from Mass because of
simplicity of clothing.
But one rule should apply in all instances – our attire
at Mass should always be modest. Our clothing should
never distract others from what we are gathered together to
celebrate – the life, death and resurrection of our Lord.
The celebration of Mass is always a holy occasion and
thus should be treated in the most holy manner – in body,
mind and spirit.

ju l/Aug 2018

Meeting Jesus in Middle School:
Edge Youth Ministry

I

“At Edge, you get to meet other young people your age and you can talk
about your faith in God and not be criticized. When you go to Edge, nobody
is afraid to talk about God. You get a chance to explore your relationship
with God, with your peers, and learn something.” — Lisa Padilla

n an increasingly secular world, our youth may have difficulty
in finding places where they can talk about God and share in
fellowship with their peers. Fortunately, our youth have a place
where they can do just that — in the process, growing in their
relationship with God and others who share their faith.
“At Edge, you get to meet other young people your age
and you can talk about your faith in God and not be criticized,”
says parishioner Melissa (Lisa) Padilla. “When you go to Edge,
nobody is afraid to talk about God. You get a chance to explore
your relationship with God, with your peers, and learn something.
We’re trying to help [teens] see the connections between what they
do at school, in their families, what’s on the news, and their faith.”
Lisa is a high school English teacher who volunteers as one
of the adults who serves our middle school students, as part of
the Edge Core Team. Designed for young people in sixth through
eighth grade, Edge gives them the opportunity to learn about their

faith in an engaging and interactive way, through games, talks,
small groups and other activities. Edge sessions meet on Sunday
mornings from 10:30 a.m. to noon.
“We’re anchored in proclaiming the Word of God and talking
about it — asking, ‘What does this Scripture look like in the real
world?’” Lisa says. “We don’t have the answers to everything, but
I try to get them to talk about things. We expand on the Scripture
we read, and how it applies to everyday life.”
Topics discussed at Edge include everything from prayer and
the sacraments, to the saints and what we believe as Catholics.
Edge also encourages young people to put their faith into action,
with opportunities to serve the broader communities with activities
such helping provide for inmates and families in need.
The students who attend Edge come from various local
schools and the sessions are an opportunity for the young people to
make new friends and share their faith journey with their peers.
continued on back cover

Edge helps our young people realize they have an important place in our parish.

For more information about the Edge Middle School Youth Ministry, please contact the parish office at 808-623-3332.
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Edge Youth Ministry

continued from page 7

“We try to make it so that the students can interact with
others, not just people they know from their school,” Lisa
says. “One of the things I like about the Edge program is
that it has a lot of activities to promote students getting to
know one another.”
Especially with the recent restoration of the original order
of the Sacraments of Initiation, and our students receiving
the Sacrament of Confirmation at an earlier age, it becomes
of even greater importance that our teenagers have a place to
grow in their faith.
“Confirmation is just the beginning,” Lisa says. “Now they
have to figure out, ‘How can I continue to grow?’ Confirmation is
done, now what? How are you going to explore your relationship
with God?
“If they continue to build their relationship with the
Church, they may have difficulties, but they can still go back to

that anchor and draw upon their faith to help them get through
troubles,” she adds.
Lisa hopes that more of our middle school teens will come
and see what Edge is all about.
“There is something for you here!” Lisa says. “You can come
and be with us at Edge in an environment where you can be with
your peers, learn, ask questions and explore ideas.
She also encourages other who may feel drawn to serve
middle school students to consider joining the Edge Core Team.
“I like working with [middle school students] because they’re
more open,” Lisa says. “This is a way to introduce them to
thinking about their faith a little more deeply, and I like talking to
them — they’re not jaded yet.
“I think young people need adults in their lives who want to
influence them in the Catholic faith,” she adds. “I want to be that
kind of adult in their lives.”

Inviting High School Youth to Cultivate and
Share their Gifts through LifeTeen continued from front cover
evenings are designed to meet teens where they’re at, create
a space for them, and finally draw them into the life of Christ
and His Church.
“These nights are for all high schoolers, no matter
where they are in terms of life, catechetical background, or
whatever,” Taylor says. “Life Nights serve as a sort of ‘home
base’ or ‘starting point’ from which all other endeavors
branch out.”
This becomes particularly important in the years
following Confirmation, giving teens essential support as they

begin their adulthood in the Church — it helps them view
this final Sacrament of Christian Initiation as more of a new
beginning rather than a conclusion.
“For years we’ve confirmed students and said, ‘Okay,
you’re an adult in the eyes of the church — now figure it
out, bye!’” Taylor says. “That’s why I really encouraged the
parish to adopt the LifeTeen model because it solves this
problem. Our goal is to help people respond appropriately to
one another — the parish to the needs of youth, and the youth
to the needs of the parish.”

All high school-age youth — Catholic or not — are invited to join St. John Apostle & Evangelist’s
LifeTeen at an upcoming Sunday gathering. The ministry is also currently looking for additional Core
Team members — adults willing to accompany teens in their faith journey. For more information,
please contact Taylor Mitchell at 808-398-5411 or taylor.k.mitchell@gmail.com.
95-370 Kuahelani Ave • Mililani, HI 96789 • 808-623-3332 ext. 100 • sjaeinfo@rcchawaii.org • www.stjohnmililani.org • www.facebook.com/johnapostle.718

