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T

hanks to a new ministry here at St. John’s, we have an
opportunity to reach beyond the walls of our church
and make a critical difference in the lives of children half
a world away.
The Global Outreach Team was organized about nine
months ago, and Dr. Mark Burnett, a U.S. Army Physician,
is taking the lead to help the team reach its goals.
“It’s part of a new effort of our church to provide
money and outreach for mission work overseas,” Dr.
Burnett says.
As a pediatric infectious disease specialist in the
U.S. Army, Dr. Burnett has spent a lot of time in wartime
situations and in areas of the world where there is
great need for medical care. From that experience, he
determined that one major step the ministry can take is
toward providing funding for childhood vaccinations.
One of the diseases – measles – is considered more of an annoyance in the United States,
but in cases where children are malnourished, it can lead to blindness and death.
“I made the pitch to Msgr. Mbinda that by the Global Outreach Ministry sending money,
it could have a long-term impact with vaccinations,” Dr. Burnett says.
Dr. Burnett did some research and found that the Catholic Medical Mission Board, or
CMMB, met his criteria for using the money it receives wisely on services and programs.
One of the areas served by the CMMB is South Sudan.
“I reached out to the CMMB and they were thrilled we’d donate from our parish,” he
says. “The reason we selected South Sudan for our focus is because South Sudan is the
newest and one of the poorest countries in the world. It was involved in civil conflict and
gained its independence in 2011.”

continued on back cover

Residents of South Sudan
receive medical care at clin
ics
conducted by the Cathol
ic
Medical Mission Board.

Understanding All Souls Day
and All Saints Day

A

ll Souls Day and All Saints Day are two important days
on our Catholic calendar, and both illustrate foundational
elements of our faith.
On Nov. 1, as we honor the saints, we also honor God
with our whole heart and soul. We need the example of the
saints, who have carried Christ’s cross before us, just as a
newborn child needs the help and wisdom of its mother.
The saints have carried us inestimably far along the path
of salvation. Many Catholics may never gain eternal life
without the graces won by their red and white martyrdoms.
Let us pay our saints due honor by decorating our houses and
dressing up to celebrate their presence among us. Life is too
short to ignore our most loyal friends!
On Nov. 2, All Souls Day, Catholics traditionally visit
cemeteries to attend a solemn memorial Mass, arrange
beautiful flowers on a loved one’s grave, or pray the Holy
Rosary for poor souls in purgatory.
Some of us may wonder, “What is purgatory? Why do we
honor the dead and pray for them, anyway?”
“The Church gives the name Purgatory to this final
purification of the elect, which is entirely different than the
punishment of the damned,” (Catechism of the Catholic
Church 1031). The Church formulated her doctrine on
purgatory at the Councils of Florence and Trent, and in
reference to Scriptural texts that speak of a “cleansing fire,”
such as 1 Cor 3:15 and 1 Peter 1:7.
Understanding that purgatory truly exists, we easily
conclude that there are souls who are there right now. We then
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need to help these souls through this purification process –
especially if they are our loved ones!
This is how the Old Testament character Judas
Maccabeus felt: “Therefore (Judas) made atonement for the
dead, that they might be delivered from their sin,” (2 Macc.
12:46).
The Catechism supports this clearly: “From the beginning
the Church has honored the memory of the dead and offered
prayers in suffrage for them, above all the Eucharistic
sacrifice, so that, thus purified, they may obtain the beatific
vision of God. The Church also commends almsgiving,
indulgences, and works of penance undertaken on behalf of
the dead” (CCC 1032).
Let us hold the dead close to our hearts and not forget
about them. They are helplessly waiting for us to have
compassion on them and pray for them this All Souls Day,
and every day.

Understanding that purgatory truly
exists, we easily conclude that there are
souls who are there right now. We then
need to help these souls through this
purification process – especially if they
are our loved ones!
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A Letter From Our Pastor

Giving Thanks to God for
the Gift of Time
Dear Parishioners,

T

he next several weeks are certainly
a busy time for us as Catholics,
good stewards, good citizens, and faithful members of the Church and our parish. There are celebrations and commemorations both inside and outside
the Church that are momentous in terms
of faith, citizenship, and living as people of thanksgiving and gratitude.
We celebrate Veterans Day to honor
and thank all those men and women
who served in the United States Armed
Forces in one capacity or another.
Indicative of the importance of this
day, every year at 11 a.m. Eastern, the
President of the United States lays a
wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier at Arlington National Cemetery.
On Sunday, Nov. 20, we culminate
the Jubilee Year of Mercy on the Feast

of Christ the King. In this Jubilee
Year, our Holy Father Pope
Francis has invited us to love, be
kind, be generous, and to forgive
boundlessly. How have we done?
We all understand this is what we
are supposed to be doing every
day and every year, but this year
reminds us of that, and hopefully
renews us all in that reality and
that hope.
We all understand that
Americans celebrate a day of
Thanksgiving on Nov. 24. What more
can we say about this? It is a day
that was faith-based from its very
beginnings, and it is an indication of
how much we have to thank God for in
terms of the gifts we have received —
our lives, our families, our Church, our
Lord and Savior — everything we are
and everything we have.
No sooner are Thanksgiving Day
celebrations concluded, than we begin
that glorious season called Advent on
Sunday, Nov. 27. This prepares us for
and leads to Christmas. Indeed, this is
both a busy and extraordinary time of
year! There is, of course, much more
on which we could focus and about
which we could think, meditate and
pray, but that is more than enough for
us to consider and absorb.
From a stewardship perspective, I
would like you to not only participate
and focus on all the particular things

that are about to happen, but also on
one of our special gifts – the gift of
time. The gift of time, which we all
receive from God in equal amount, is
precious because it is a non-renewable
resource. Although some of our
time is committed because of family
responsibilities, work responsibilities
or simply personal needs, we have
an element of freewill with how we
spend a certain amount of it. We need
to spend some of that time in prayer,
in thanksgiving, in worship, and in
works of mercy and ministry. Our
time is perhaps more precious than
any material gifts we receive from the
Lord. How are we doing with that gift?

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Msgr. John S. Mbinda
Pastor
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Angel Tree Brightening the Sea
“The first weekend [last year], you had people
taking 700-plus tags,” she says. “A couple of
things that struck me is that many people took
more than one. One gentleman took 10.”
Deb adds that she also watched entire
families get involved with their children
choosing to help other children of their age and
gender, or kids who had asked for things that
their children also like. While many requests
are for toys or things that would be nice to
have, many tags also tell a story of families
desperately in need.
“We have parents who ask for shoes
for their children,” Deb says. “One was for
a 3-year old who wanted a swimsuit. These aren’t crazy,
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A special addition to the trees this year will be tags just
for senior citizens and the elderly in need. As a cause close
to the heart of the Social Ministry Commission, Deb says
t’s a little thing. A small paper tag hanging from a branch on she and others on the Seniors Ministry have found that the
a tree. But the words written on it are of true importance. A holidays are particularly tough for elderly locals who have
wish. A prayer. A need that only you can fill.
outlived friends and family and may find themselves alone.
The Angel Tree Project has returned to St. John Apostle
“Christmas is for children but, like the song says, it’s
& Evangelist for yet another Christmas. Starting the first
for ‘from 1 to 92,’ so we have a few senior gifts this year
weekend of November, parishioners will find two Christmas
too,” she says. “They’re a part of our ohana and we want
trees on the lanai, each bearing tags that represent at least
them to know someone is thinking about them.”
one person in need, both here and on Molokai.
More than just a chance to do something good, Social
Ministry Commission Chairperson Deb Zedalis says the
Angel Tree Gifts By the Numbers!
project brings out the best in our parish.
“At a time when we can be disheartened, it’s heartening
290 gifts to the children of Molokai
to see this,” Deb says. “It’s good to be reminded that there’s
200 gifts to Honolulu Community Action Program
lots of good. And it’s good to remind other people what we
can rise up to be.”
220 gifts to individuals served by the Parish Outreach Program
As Deb explains, nearly 890 tags have been created
100 gifts to Catholic Charities Hawaii
to serve a variety of needs and ministries. This number is
up from 752 tags in 2015. Deb says the response was so
75 gifts to Next Step Shelter, emergency shelter for families
overwhelmingly positive in the first weekend last year,
58 gifts to Waikiki Health Center
that the Social Ministry Commission feels confident our
generous parishioners will rise to the challenge.
6 gifts to Seniors who benefit from the Senior Ministry

I
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ason Both Here and on Molokai

At a distribution center on Molokai, volunteers organize gifts by age group for needy families to pick up.
Diapers are among the most requested items for families there.

The angel trees will be available on the lanai the first
and second weekends of November. All gifts should be new
and must be returned by Dec. 3 or 4. Dozens of “Angel
Assistants” will be on hand to help throughout the process.
“We couldn’t do what we do without all the help of
great volunteers,” Deb says. “Bill Castro, Pearl Bates, and
Julie Quiroz-Zamora are the ones who gather the hundreds
of names of children for us to support. This year, the tags
were assembled by Barb Ursal, who is a member of our
parish and has a spouse who is homebound – she gladly
hole-punched and strung 936 tags to make sure we had
enough on the tree.”

Families on Molokai are seen gathering to pick out and wrap gifts for
loved ones during last year’s distribution. St. John’s Angel Tree project
benefits families both on Molokai and here in Mililani.

Parishioners who would like to help out are more than welcome to contact Deb Zedalis at
dzedalis@hawaii.rr.com or 808-348-2973.
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Counting Our Blessings and
Sharing Them This Thanksgiving

The St. John’s Catholic Preschool children help by donating items to fill the food bags and boxes for Thanksgiving. Ms. Amie Quiason (back left)
and Pearl Bates (back right) are shown with preschool children around one of the food bags. Each bag weighs 45-60 pounds.

B

eyond the time, talent and treasure that we give back,
stewardship is also about giving thanks for the abundant
blessings we have received. In this way, stewardship is deeply
rooted in a life of thanksgiving, which then leads to a desire to
share our blessings with others. This is why here at St. John
Apostle & Evangelist, the month of November – traditionally
set aside for giving thanks – has become a unique opportunity
for parishioners to help those in need.
“Thanksgiving is a time for us to give thanks for all our
blessings,” says Women’s Guild President Erlinda Nishimura.
“We shouldn’t just give thanks with words. It’s most
important to show thanks through our actions. God blesses
each one of us with gifts, and these gifts are given to us for a
purpose – to share with others.”
Mindful of this, each year the combined efforts of Hui
O Laulima, the Outreach Ministry and the Women’s Guild
provide food baskets, food certificates and encouragement
to those in need in our community, as well as those on the
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island of Molokai. These efforts help to create a communal
celebration of the Thanksgiving holiday that allows people
not only to count their blessings, but also to share them
with others.
“Our primary mission is to provide support for the poor
on the island of Molokai,” says Hui O Laulima Chairperson
Bill Castro. “At Thanksgiving, we provide food certificates
for the 52 poorest families on Molokai.”
Each year, $3,000 is given for the poorest of the poor on
Molokai. These funds are used to buy gift certificates from
the three stores on the Island and then given to families in
need. In this way, families receive not only the gift of food,
but also the dignity of being able to shop and pick out items
for themselves.
“To me, it’s important to make sure that people who
have come to us that are in immediate need will not go
without a meal, especially on Thanksgiving,” says Outreach
Coordinator Pearl Bates. “When we’re giving thanks for
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Counting Our Blessings

continued from page 6

all we have, why not share it with those who don’t have as
much? We’re challenged by the message of the Beatitudes
and we practice love in action, especially through these
opportunities in the community.”The Outreach Ministry, in
addition to supporting the efforts of Hui O Laulima, provides
food boxes during Thanksgiving for those in need within
our own parish boundaries. Each box contains all the nonperishable trimmings for a Thanksgiving meal, as well as a
$10-15 food coupon to use at one of the local food markets to
purchase a ham or turkey. Anywhere from 15 to 30 boxes are
provided each year. The canned goods and non-perishables
come from parishioners, PreSchool and Religious Education
students, the local high school, and other local organizations
such as the Knights of Columbus, Girl Scout troops, and the
Women’s Guild.
Another parish ministry working to embrace the
Thanksgiving spirit is the Women’s Guild that, in an effort
to support the Outreach Ministry and Hui O Laulima, is
collecting and donating non-perishable food items for the
Molokai community. The Women’s Guild also prepares
baskets of fruits and vegetables each year for our clergy and
our neighborhood fire department, thanking them for their
continued service. The decorations at the altar during this
time of year are also a result of the Women’s Guild.
By helping those in need, particularly during the holiday
season, we become more aware of how truly blessed we are.
In the process, explains Bill, we are able to better live out the
Gospel – using our own blessings for the benefit of others.
“Jesus asks us as stewards to share our time, talent and
treasure with others who are less fortunate,” Bill says. “For me,
this begins with providing food to the hungry, no matter what
the occasion. Thanksgiving is a prime time for this. We show
our thanks to the Lord by providing our support to the hungry.”

Thanksgiving is a time of year for us to not only count our blessings,
but to share them with our community, as well!

If you are looking for a way to share the gifts you
have received this Thanksgiving, please consider
contacting the Outreach Ministry, Hui O Laulima
or the Women’s Guild to get involved or make a
donation. Pearl Bates with the Outreach Ministry can
be contacted at pebates@rcchawaii.org or
808-623-3332 ext. 203. Bill Castro with Hui O
Laulima can be reached at billc94152@hawaiiantel.net or
808-623-2619. Erlinda Nishimura with the Women’s
Guild can be contacted at 808-286-1071.

“To me, it’s important to make sure that people who have come to us that are in
immediate need will not go without a meal, especially on Thanksgiving. When we’re
giving thanks for all we have, why not share it with those who don’t have as much?
We’re challenged by the message of the Beatitudes and we practice love in action,
especially through these opportunities in the community.”
– Pearl Bates, Outreach Coordinator
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New Outreach Ministry Working for
Humanitarian Cause continued from front cover
The young country remains embroiled in internal conflict
that has led to a breakdown in government and healthcare.
There is great poverty, and this has led to shortages in
vaccinations available to prevent diseases.
“A majority of the population – more than half – are
living on less than one dollar per day,” Dr. Burnett says.
“Poverty is devastating, and if you look at infant mortality,
102 out of 1,000 live births, or about 10 percent of those born,
don’t live past their first year and the under-age-5 mortality
is such that 135 in 1,000 – don’t live to see the age of 5. This
is one of the highest rates of infant mortality worldwide. The
average life expectancy for South Sudan is 42 years.”
Malaria, pneumonia, diarrhea, and malnutrition all
contribute to the death rate.
“Vaccines will be a help,” Dr. Burnett says. “Measles is lifethreatening, and can cause blindness when there is a vitamin A
deficiency, which is common in developing countries.”
This past summer, Dr. Burnett was sailing on the hospital
ship Mercy between Guam and East Timor. He was teaching
the Military Medical Humanitarian Course to more than 200
participants on board the ship.
“The course teaches what is important when responding
to a humanitarian crisis,” Dr. Burnett says. “The military
often responds as first responders to areas of the world

Don’t Forget to Return
Your Commitment Card!
Our Stewardship Renewal is ongoing.
Please remember to turn in your
commitment cards to the parish as soon as
possible. We appreciate your willingness
to participate in this year’s renewal. The
more we grow to embrace and understand
the stewardship way of life, the more our
parish will flourish and grow!

that are deemed ‘too dangerous’ by non-government
organizations, or NGO, workers. In a lot of places, the
military is the only ones there.”
During the voyage on the Mercy, there were military
personnel and NGOs. He met Dr. Harry Owens Jr., an NGO.
“I asked him if he was on the ship for the entire voyage,”
Dr. Burnett says. “He said he had another mission in the fall. I
asked him where he was volunteering next, and he said, ‘with
the Catholic Medical Mission Board, in the South Sudan.’
This was an incredible coincidence. I told him I’m part of this
Global Outreach and that our parish will be donating money
to the CMMB. Dr. Owens will be arriving there this month,
and I’m looking forward to his sharing photos as he does his
work there.”
Although Dr. Burnett must often be away from the parish
with his work, Debra Zedalis coordinates the Global Outreach
Ministry’s meetings with the other parish outreach ministries.
Others active in Global Outreach are Msgr. Mbinda, as well
as Jolly Guerrero-Tano.

If you would like more information, or if you are
interested in joining the Global Outreach Ministry,
please call Deb Zedalis at 808-348-2973.
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FORMATION (cont.)

SERVICE (cont.)
 Laundry: Clergy Chasubles and Stoles

 Liturgical Movement

 Lectors: Sunday Masses

 LIFT Young Adult Ministry
(Living In Faith Together)

 Lectors: Daily Masses
 Ministry to the Institute for Human
Services
 Money Counters
 Music Ministry
 Parish Health Ministry
 St. John Apostle and Evangelist Knights
of Columbus Council 14663
 St. John Apostle and Evangelist Women’s
Guild
 Scouts Movement
 Social Justice

 Marriage and Family Life Ministry
 Miles Christi Women’s Bible Study
Group
 Religious Education Ministry
 Respect Life Ministry
 Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults —
RCIA Ministry
 St. John Apostle and Evangelist Fil-Am
Catholic Group
 Senior Adult Ministry

St. John Apostle & Evangelist
C AT H O L I C C H U R C H

 Women’s Bible Study Group

2016 Commitment Card

 Worldwide Marriage Encounter

 Ushers

PARISH LEADERSHIP

PRAYER
 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
 Cenacle Prayer Group
 Charismatic Prayer Group
 Our Lady of Perpetual Help
 Pilgrimage of the Two Hearts and Our
Lady of Fatima Prayer Group

My Offering of Time, Talent & Treasure

 Finance Council
 Parish Council
 Parish Planning and Building Committee
 Preschool Board
 Stewardship Council

First & Last Name (One card per family; PRINT PLEASE)
Street Address

 Rosary Group
 Rosary Making Ministry

City

St. John Apostle & Evangelist

FORMATION
 Catholic Book Club
 Catholics Returning Home
Continued on next panel
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95-370 Kuahelani Ave | Mililani, HI 96789
(808)-623-3332 ext. 100
sjaeinfo@rcchawaii.org | www.stjohnmililani.org
www.facebook.com/johnapostle.718

State

ZIP

Telephone (with area code)
Email
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