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t is one of the highest attainable honors and achievements for our
young men throughout the United States.
According to the national office of the Boy Scouts of America, only
one of every 17 boys who begin in scouting manages to attain the rank
of Eagle. We at St. John Apostle and Evangelist are proud that one of
our very own accomplished that rank this year. In fact, Eagle Scout
Scott Alquisa involved the parish very closely in his achievement.
To become an Eagle Scout, every boy must carry out a service project.
Service, of course, is one of the Four Pillars of Stewardship – Scott has a
full understanding of this. He could have selected any of a wide variety of
projects, but his thoughts turned immediately to his parish.
“I settled on doing my project at St. John Apostle and Evangelist
because the Church has done a lot for me,” he says. “It was here that
I was confirmed. During my freshman and sophomore years in high
school, I got closer to God and my religion. I felt that I would want to
give back to the Church, after everything that it had given me.”
For Scott, a project at the church also made sense because of the
faith element in scouting.
“In the Scout Law, there are 12 points,” Scott says. “One of the
points is to be ‘reverent.’ It means that a scout is reverent toward
God. He is faithful in all of his religious duties. He also respects the
beliefs that other people have. Scouting and my Catholic faith go
hand in hand, because they have both helped me grow as a person. I
learned leadership skills in Boy Scouts, and have been able to apply it
by serving on the Faith Life Team.”
continued on page 2
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“In the Scout Law, there
are 12 points. One of the
points is to be ‘reverent.’
It means that a scout is
reverent toward God.
He is faithful in all of
his religious duties. He
also respects the beliefs
that other people have.
Scouting and my Catholic
faith go hand in hand,
because they have both
helped me grow as a
person.” – Scott Alquisa
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continued from front cover
After discussion with his
parents, Monsignor, and others at
the parish, Scott decided what his
project would be.
“The Eagle project was a
beautification and updating of
St. John Apostle and Evangelist
Church,” Scott says. “I recruited
volunteers, planned and organized the
work, and divided the workers into
four groups. The first worked on the
church parking lot. They repainted all
the strips for the parking stalls, the
arrows, and any words or symbols.
They also repainted the curbs with
the proper colors.
“The second group was charged
with repainting the drainages
surrounding the church,” he
continued on back cover

Eagle Scout Scott Alquisa with Knights of Columbus Grand Knight Jack Cleghorn.
The Knights were one of the many financial contributors towards Scott’s project.

October 2015
A Letter From Our Pastor

October:
Helping to Feed Spiritual Hunger
Dear Parishioners,

H

ave you ever been hungry —
really hungry? When asked that
question, most of us probably think of
a time when we had pangs of hunger
because we were fasting, we were on
a diet to lose weight, we had saved up
for a big dinner, or we just decided not
to indulge what we wanted. However,
there are people right here in our own
community who go to bed at night with
real hunger. And that hunger is not
without real pain.
If we expand that to our diocese,
our country, and the world, untold
numbers of people go to bed hungry
every night. Yet, while Jesus
instructed us to “feed the hungry,”
He did not want us to stop at satiating
simply physical hunger.
All around us, there is spiritual
hunger. We all know people who have
plenty to fill their stomachs, but are not
really sure exactly what they want in
life, living unsatisfied. Some of these
people are our siblings, our children,
our parents, or even our spouses.
Although so many are spiritually
hungry, it may not be as apparent
to us as physical hunger, because

the spirit is within us and we are
weakened more slowly. Life goes
on when we are spiritually hungry
– but truly addressing that need is
just as important for us as a Church
as physically feeding the hungry.
Spiritual malnourishment can be just
as devastating as physical famine.
While we are aware of the reality
that we, as a faith community, cannot
completely eradicate physical hunger,
we must do what we can to feed
those around us. Both physically and
spiritually, we have opportunities
every day to reach out to those in need.
Sometimes, it may be as simple as
praying for someone. Or it may mean
giving of our time, talent or treasure
to those who are less fortunate than
ourselves. Yet, we always have an
opportunity to share the greatest gift
with others that alone can satiate the
human heart – the love of Christ. There
is no time better than today to begin.
Will you reach out in love to those in
need by sharing the love Christ has
poured into you?
Blessed Mother Teresa advised us,
“If you can’t feed a hundred people,

then feed just one.” Let each of us vow
to find that one, and feed him or her –
whether physically, spiritually or both.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Msgr. John S. Mbinda
Pastor
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Questions & Ans
Annual Steward

O

nce again, it’s time for our Annual Stewardship
Renewal. Every year, someone asks, as you may
have asked yourself, “Didn’t we just have a Stewardship
Renewal? Aren’t we sufficiently “renewed” by now?” Yes,
we had a Stewardship Renewal last year, and we’re going
to have one next year, too! This is an annual occurrence
— part of the rhythm of parish life at St. John Apostle &
Evangelist. Just as the Church proposes a time of spiritual
renewal each Lent, we believe in the importance of a yearly
examination of commitment. Is the Lord asking you to give
more time, talent, or treasure to our parish this year?
How do I use my
Commitment Card?
Your commitment card
allows you to make
commitments to prayer,
parish ministries, and
offertory giving. It is
designed to be used by
the whole family.
Time Section: Except for
the ill and homebound,
everyone should be able
to check “Come to Mass
on Sundays and Holy
Days.” Try to check at
least a few other items.
Daily prayer should
be a priority for every
person trying to grow
closer to God.
Talent Section: You
can either sign up
for new ministries or
re-commit to your
current ministries.

Be sure to write your first name next to the ministry! This is
especially important if the card is being used by more than
one person.
Treasure Section: Clearly print how much money you plan
to give each week or month to our parish. Try to take a
step toward giving five percent of your income to St. John
Apostle & Evangelist.
My age or physical limitations prevent me from
being active in the parish. Should I still turn in a
commitment card?
Yes! The first section of the card — Stewardship of Time
— is the most important because it allows you to make
commitments to prayer. Even if you can’t join a ministry
or make it to Mass on Sunday, you can still pray for our
parish. Your spiritual support has tremendous value in the
eyes of God.
One time I turned in a card, but no one ever called me
when I signed up for a ministry.
If this happened in the past, please forgive us! And don’t
give up on filling out your commitment card! We have a
very good plan to call every person interested in joining a
new ministry. If for some reason the ministry leader does
not call you within four weeks of turning in your card, let
the parish office know.
How much should I give?
Your gift is entirely dependent on how much God has given
you. At St. John Apostle & Evangelist, we ask that you
give five percent to our parish, one percent to the diocese,
and four percent to other charities. Why a percentage of
income? First, because the tithe (10 percent) is a scriptural
benchmark that the Church has honored for centuries (see
Malachi 3:10). Secondly, we give a percentage of income
because it is a common-sense standard by which everyone
can equitably support the parish. Most of all, we give

Commitment Weekend is October 17-18.
Don’t forget to bring your Commitment Card to Mass!
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swers About Our
dship Renewal
because we believe God comes first in everything,
even finances. Parishioners may also give their
Sunday offering even if they are unable to attend
Mass through our parish website by clicking
“Online Giving”.

Welcoming Christ

What if I can’t fulfill my financial pledge?
While our pledge is not a “contract,” we should all
make a good-faith effort to fulfill it. Of course, if
your financial circumstances change — if you lose
your job, for instance — then the amount of money
you give the Church will change, too. Likewise if you
get a raise or bonus. The biggest reason many people
don’t fulfill their pledge is that they attend Mass at
another parish when they go on vacation, attend a
wedding, etc. If you’re out of town, just make up for
the missed Sunday when you write your next check
to the parish. Using your envelopes is a good way to
see which Sundays you missed.
I don’t even go to Mass very frequently. Why
turn in a Commitment Card?
Because this is your chance to turn over a new
leaf! Why not make a commitment to God to
come to Mass every Sunday, and then write
down that commitment? Even if that’s the only
commitment you make, take a step forward. Jesus
Himself is waiting for you!
What happens if I don’t return my
Commitment Card?
We will mail you a reminder letter that includes
an extra Commitment Card (in case you
misplaced yours). Make every effort you can to
participate. Our Stewardship Renewal is a very
important annual event in the life of our parish.
You and your family are part of what makes St.
John Apostle & Evangelist a great community!
Most importantly, your commitments are
actually promises to Christ Himself. All of us
are called to give back to God a portion of what
He has given us.

STEWARDSHIP RENEWAL 2015
1

Every parish family receives a special
“Stewardship Package” in the mail that further
explains our parish’s vision of stewardship. It
includes a booklet that describes every ministry
in the parish, as well as your commitment card.
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Seminarian William (Pila) Tulua
Discerning God’s Will

A

s children of God, we are all
called to a vocation. Whether
it’s answering that call to marriage, to
the single life or to the religious life, a
vocation is a gift from God, nurtured in
prayer, which helps us find fulfillment
and happiness according to His plan. But
how do you know what God wants for
you? What if what God wants isn’t what
you want? How can you be sure you are
making the right decision? There are
never-ending questions, but God would
not have a plan for us if he didn’t want
us to know what it was – and through the
spiritual journey of discernment, we can
find our way. It’s not meant to be easy, but
as we can learn from Seminarian William
(Pila) Tulua’s discernment journey to the
priesthood, sometimes the obstacles that
prevent us from following God’s will are
the ones we put there ourselves.
Growing up, Will never imagined
that one day he would be attending
seminary. In fact, his childhood was too
complicated to think beyond immediate
needs – William’s father was abusive
and eventually abandoned the family,
and his mother worked to provide for
her children. Because William was the
oldest, he shouldered the responsibilities
of cleaning, doing laundry, and cooking
dinner so that it was ready when his
mother came home.
In school, William was diagnosed
with Dyscalculia – a difficulty in learning
or comprehending arithmetic – and
because he was so introverted, he didn’t
socialize much and hurried home as
soon as school was over. And it was at
his grandmother’s house that William
discovered music – a talent that would
lead him to directing choirs, singing with
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the San José Opera Company, and later
playing the pipe organ for Mass. And with
a mother who provided unlimited love and
protection, and his Aunt Mary who gave
him a strong spiritual foundation, William
found strength and hope.

William Tulua, seminarian Romple Emwalu, and
Ms. Emily Tui, sister of seminarian Ese Ese (Ace) Tui.

William Tulua reading at the Mass of Ordination
for his seminarian brother, now a priest, Fr. Nick
Brown, who attended the same seminary at Hales
Corners, Wis.

Summer 2012: Msgr. John with William just before
his return to the seminary

“Through all the sadness of growing
up, I found my mother to be the guiding
light in our family,” William says.
“She had a great love for her children
in protecting us, and to this day I am a
strong advocate fighting against family
abuse. Growing up, I also spent a lot of
time with my Aunt Mary, and she was
the one who taught me the faith. She had
such a personal relationship with God
and knew the teachings of the Church.”
So when did the idea of the
priesthood begin? William says that his
discernment journey was slow, with
plenty of dead ends and detours along
the way. Because he was an introvert,
he briefly spent time in a monastery
thinking that it would be a good fit for
him, but he left to attend college and
study to become a Physician’s Assistant.
But, when that didn’t work out, he
switched majors to Pre-Theology. In the
meantime, he needed some income and
found a job doing something that as an
introvert he would have never considered
– he became a tour driver and guide for a
local tour company.
“I believe it was the Holy Spirit who
forced me – actually, I think He kicked
me – to be more talkative,” William says.
“After 23 years of being a tour guide,
I have learned that this was the Lord’s
way of training me in becoming more
confident in speaking to people.”
When a friend suggested entering
formation to begin the journey to the
priesthood, William initially felt as if he
didn’t have anything to offer – having
already left a religious community, he
didn’t think he was worthy of being a
priest. But after many visits with the
Vocations Director, and after much
continued on page 7
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Seminarian William (Pila) Tulua
continued from page 6

prayer and counsel from friends, he realized that God’s grace was enough to overcome any
obstacles. He applied to the seminary and began his formation at Cardinal Stritch University
before continuing at Sacred Heart Seminary and School of Theology – both in Wisconsin.
In the summer of 2012, William learned that he was to be assigned at St. John Apostle &
Evangelist Church.
“The summer assignment would be to become better affiliated with parish life, and as
a future priest, get to know the parishioners, as well,” William says. “I was nervous at first
because I was going to be working with Msgr. John Mbinda. I have found him to be such a
wonderful, kind and pastoral person and would do anything to help this man. I hope to emulate
his pastoral heart in loving his parish like he does – and it shows, too!”
William Tulua setting the altar for the
Upon his arrival to our parish, William witnessed firsthand our community’s devotion
10th Anniversary Mass of Thanksgiving
to stewardship.
for His Excellency, Bishop Larry Silva.
“I became familiar with many of the parishioners, and found ‘Ohana to be a loving group
of people who have a wonderful sense of humor and love to help people out,” William says. “I have not seen such a parish who
take their stewardship into a higher realm of their walk with Jesus.”
This devotion to stewardship and generosity from our parish community would profoundly impact William during his time here.
“While at St. John, I had acquired some medical bills because of normal wear and tear on my body,” William says. “Like an
Edsel, I too need to get fixed once in a while. The Knights of Columbus were very generous in paying my bills!”
The parish also helped William when he was in need of important dental work.
“This time, with a little nagging, Jolly squeezed out of me what was wrong,” William says. “I needed to obtain a crown by
which my dentist told me I had to obtain soon otherwise I could have
larger problems.
“Again, the Knights came to my rescue, along with the Hui o
Laulima Ministry from the church, and parishioners; Ray and Jane
Beauchemin, Bill and Margaret Castro, and Mr. and Mrs. Santos,” he
continues. “I could not believe such generosity the parish has done to
help me in so many ways. The stewardship of this parish is such that
I am sure there are special blessings found on a little plot of land in
Mililani called St. John. I will be forever humbled and thankful for the
generosity that has been shown to me. This is a go-getter and spiritfilled parish whose people are truly living out their call to discipleship.
May God bless the Beauchemins, the Castros, Hui, Knights of
Summer 2012: Msgr. John, William, and altar servers in their
Columbus, the Santos, and many others whom I do not even know!”
new cassocks and surplices.
Today, William is doing his
pastoral year at St. Elizabeth Church
in Aiea, Hawaii, after which he will
return to the seminary where he will
have two more years of formation.
“Through discernment, I
eventually realized the Holy Spirit was
trying to get my attention,” William
says. “I finally answered the call, and I
have been very blessed for it.”
William, seminarian, with the Knights of Columbus
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Eagle Scout Scott Alquisa
continues. “They had to pop up
grates from the ground and spray
paint them yellow. In addition,
they cleared weeds and plants from
the drainage. Another group was
in charge of repainting the main
stairway leading to the classrooms
upstairs. To accomplish this, they
had to power wash the stairway.
They measured and cut out safety
strips and placed them on each step.
The final group was responsible for
the exterior walls of the church. Of
course, they had to prep the wall

continued from page 2

and taped areas that needed to be
protected.”
Recognizing that he could not
complete this project without lots of
help, Scott recruited 68 volunteers,
including 31 Boy Scouts, 23 scout
leaders, seven young people from
youth ministry, and seven other adults.
These people contributed almost 600
hours of time to finish everything.
“There are so many people to
thank,” Scott says. “They were
good stewards, giving the gift of
time and effort and skills to make it
all happen. I especially am grateful

to my parents Tricia and Eric
Alquisa, who were my foundation
through everything. Msgr. John
was wonderfully supportive. Some
others who were important and to
whom I owe a lot of thanks were
Rob Garnsey and Jolly GuerreroTano. So many people from the
parish donated money for supplies
and materials. In conclusion, I have
to thank my troop who gave so
much of themselves.”
We thank Scott for his
example of stewardship and for his
dedication to our faith community!
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