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August 22, 2013

URGENT LETTER TO ALL CATHOLICS IN THE STATE OF HAWAII
FROM BISHOP LARRY SILVA

Dear Brothers and Sisters;

The issue of same-sex matriage is in the limelight once again in our community, with a move for a
special legislative session to vote on a bill that would legalize same-sex marriage in Hawaii,

While the Catholic Church is clear in its insistence that true marriage can only be between one man
and one woman, there are many people, even among Catholics, who perceive such insistence as
unjust discrimination against our gay and lesbian brothers and sisters. Therefore, it is urgent to
clarify certain issues,

People with same-sex attraction are a part of our community, even our Catholic community, and
they deserve dignity and respect. Unjust discrimination against them is not acceptable. However,
not all discrimination - that is, making distinctions — is unjust. We discriminate quite justly
between adults and minors, even though both have equal dignity. We justly discriminate between
those who are married and those who are not, because marriage is a special societal bond that
assures the continuation of the race in the context of raising children in the loving environment that
appreciates the complementary nature of male and female. (If there were no such discrimination,
same-sex marriage would not be an issue, since anyone who wanted to apply for any benefits could
do so, whether married or not.) There is just discrimination between parents and children,
professors and students. While they are all equal in dignity as persons, they are not equal in their
roles. We must therefore be discriminating about the very language of discrimination, because
there are those who demonize the word and who presume that any kind of discrimination is unjust.
To discriminate between heterosexual and same-sex couples regarding marriage is not, despite the
hype on the streets, unjust discrimination.

If same-sex marriage becomes the law of the land, its implications will go far beyond the
relationship of this or that couple. There will be long term and definitive changes in our entire
culture. If same-sex marriage becomes the law, it will become “normal” or the norm for our land.
If one may marry without discriminating whether the partner is of the same sex or the opposite sex,
then such “non-discrimination” will become the norm in other areas, too. Our school textbooks will
have to portray sexual attraction as normal, no matter to whom one is attracted. When schools have
dances, boys will have the choice of inviting a girl on a date or another boy on a date. Our youth,
whose sexual identity is formed over time, will be forced to decide prematurely if they are
heterosexual or homosexual, thus curtailing normal sexual maturation, with all its stumblings and
challenges.




If same-sex couples are given the legal right to marry under the pretence that discrimination that
excludes them from marriage is unjust, why would people who prefer several spouses at the same
time not be afforded the same right? Why would we taxpayers be exempt from paying for marital
benefits for all those spouses? Why would there be discrimination against those who decide to
marry their mother or father, brother or sister, so that they can gain spousal benefits for them? Once
we give in to the false notion that same-sex couples have a right to marry, how can we reasonably
deny the same “right” to anyone who chooses to enter a “marriage” with a close relative, a minor
(with consent)?

If same-sex marriage becomes “norm”-alized, would parents be considered bigoted if they raised
their daughters to be attracted to boys and their sons to be atiracted to girls? Or must parents now
be completely neutral in steering their children toward the choice of a mate?

Would people who firmly believe that God made us male and female, and that God has revealed
that homosexual ACTS are sinful be allowed to hold such beliefs? Or would they have to be “re-
educated” to think as “normal” people think? Would churches that refuse to celebrate same-sex
marriage because of deeply held religious convictions be deprived of the freedom to live those
convictions? Would Christians, Muslims, and others who believe that homosexual ACTS are
contrary to God’s law (the law that governs those whom God himself has created in such wonder)
be persecuted for holding on to those beliefs that have been so sacred to us for centuries? Will the
religious freedom we treasure be only a paper freedom, while we will be told what we may or may
not believe?

Children will be the greatest casualties, in that they will be deprived of being raised in a loving
home by a mother and a father who loves them and whose love cooperated with God’s plan in
creating them. When children are deprived of such a home, there will be more poverty, more social
ills, more juvenile suicides, and more problems than we can imagine,

The issue goes far beyond simply the private relationship of this or that couple, and its implications
will be far reaching and profound. The language of the proponents is meant to convince us that this
is a civil rights issue and that anyone who does not agree is bigoted. Do not be led astray with such
language, and do not allow yourself to be bullied by it. Remember, Adam and Eve themselves fell
for the serpent’s manipulative promise that they would be like gods, knowing good from evil, if
they just ate the fruit God had forbidden them to eat. The fruit might have been tasty at the
moment, but it ultimately brought us all into a very sorry state.

Several legislators who are not in favor of same-sex marriage have told me that the loudest voices
on the issue are those who favor it, while those who say they are opposed are relatively silent. They
pointed out that legislators do respond to their constituents and do care what they have to say, but if
they only hear from one side of the issue, they presume that everyone is fine with same-sex
marriage. :

IT IS TIME FOR OUR FAITH COMMUNITY TO MOBILIZE INTO ACTION. The timing is
critical, since this issue may be presented in a special legislative session within the next couple of
weeks, YOUR LEGISLATORS NEED TO HEAR FROM YOU NOW! I therefore ask everyone
to do the following within this coming week:
o Contact both the State Senator and Representative who represent your district, and let them
know how you want them to vote on this critical issue for our community. A list of
legislators by district is attached to this letter, along with phone numbers and email




addresses. Please be courteous, thanking them for the very difficult work they do, but be
clear, Itis said that some have already made up their minds, and that may be so. But minds
and hearts can be changed with the influence of constituents.

e Ask your friends and neighbors who believe that marriage should only be between oneg man
and one woman to contact their legislators as well,

e Pray for your legislators. (But do not let your prayers be mere words! See above.) Pray for
the wisdom, courage, and commitment to contact your legislators and let them know what
you think. I recommend that all Catholics offer ONE ROSARY (or at the least a decade of
the rosary) each day in the next several weeks, so that the power of prayer will shape the
discussions and deliberations about this critical issue. If possible, pray at all hours, walking
around the block that surrounds the State Capitol (without forming an assembly that would
need a permit), so that just as God tumbled down the walls of Jericho, he will be able to do
so through the prayers AND ACTION of his beloved people.

¢ Be understanding and loving toward those who do not agree with you — even Catholic
legislators who have committed to vote for same-sex marriage. Pray for a change of heart
and the formation of an informed conscience, and let your love be the most powerful agent
of change. After all, God is love!

Sihcerely yours in Christ,

+ Zhy Ml

Most Reverend Larry Silva
Bishop of Honolulu




Hawaii State House of Representatives

38| Waipahu

| 2013-2014 Legislature

repaguino@capitol.hawaii.gov

D Henry 419 {{808) 586-6520
D |Awana Karen Leinani 43|Ewa Villages, Kalaeloa, Honokal Hale, Nanakal Gardens, K 403 |{808) 586-8465  |repawana@Capitol.hawaii.gov
D |Belatti Della Au 24| Maki, Tantalus, Papakolea, McCully, Pawsa, Manoa 331 |{808) 586-9425 {rephelatti@Capitol.hawali.gov
D |Brower Tom 22 |Waikiki, Ala Moana 315 |{808) 586-8520 |{repbrower@ Capitol.hawaii.gov
D |Cabinilla Ricla AL [Fwa Vikiages, Ewa Beach, wa Gentry, Qcean Polnte, West 442 1{808) 586-6080  |repcabanilla@Capitol,hawaii.gov
D |Cachola Romy JQ|Sand Istand, Mokaues, Kapalama, Kalihi Kai 421 |{808) 586-6010 repcachola@capitol.hawaii.gov
Haiksi, Hana, Kaupo, Kipahulu, Nahiku, Paia, Kahcolave, . .
D {Carroli Mele 13 | motokint, tanai, Motekati, Molakini 405 |(808) 586-6790  [repcarroll@Capitol.hawaii.gov
R |Cheape Lauren 45 |Schafield, Mokulela, Watalua, Kunfa, Waipio Acres, Milla] 439 1{808) 586-9490  |repcheape®capitol.hawail.gov
D |Choy Isaac 23|Manoa, Punahou, University, Moilili 404 [{808) 586-8475 |repchoy@Capitol.hawaii.gov
Na'alehu, Ocean View, Capt. Coak, Kealakekua, Kailua- . .
D |Coffman Denny Konz 317 |{808) 586-9605 repcoffman@ Capital.hawaii.gov
D [Cullen Ty 39|Royal Kunia, Vilage Park, Walpahu, Makakllo, WestLech | 376 | (808) 586-8490  |repcullen@capitel.hawaii.gov
D |Evans Cindy 7 |Marth Kona, North Kehala, Sauth Xohala 425 |{808) 586-8510 |repevans@Capitol.hawaii.gov
. ‘Walalua, Haleiwa, Pupukea, Kahuku, Laie, Hauula, R .
R [Fale Richard 47 lwatshoe, Sunset Beack, Punaluy, Kaaswa 319 |({808) 586-6380  |repfale@capitol.hawail.gov
R |Fukumoto Beth 36| Miflant dauka, Milifani 434 |(808) 586-9460  [repfukumoto@capitol.hawail.gov
D |Hanohano Faye 4{Funa 303 (808} 586-6530 rephanchano@ Capitol.hawaii.gov
D {Har Sharon 472 |Kapolei, Makakifo 438 [(808) 586-8500 rephar@ Capitol.hawait.gov
Hahaicne, Kuliauou, Niu Valley, Alna Hafra, Waialse, . .
D [Hashem Mark 18] aata 424 [(808) 586-651C  [rephashem®@capitol.hawaii.gov
D |ichivama Linda 32 |Moanalua Valley, 5alt Lake, Allamanu 426 |{808) 586-6220 repichivama@capital.hawaii.gov
D|ing Kaniela 11 |Kihei, Wailea, Makena 311 |{808) 586-8525 |reping@capitol.hawaii.gov
D|lto Ken 49 |Kaneohe, Maunawili, Glomana 432 |{808) 586-8470 |repito@Capitol.hawail.gov
R Moanalua, Red Hill, Foster VIiage, Atea, Fort Shafter, 4 . o
R [Johanson Aaron Ling 31|Moana,uaGa,den, Allamanu, lower Pearlidse 427 |{808) 586-9470 |repjohanson@capitol.hawaii.gov
D {Jordan o A4t |Weianae, Makaha, Makuz, Malli 323 |{B0OB) 586-8460 |repjordan@ capitol.hawaii.gov
D |Kawakami Derek 14| Hanalal, Princeville, Kilauea, Anahola, Kapag, Wallua 314 |{808) 586-8435 |repkawakami@capitol.hawaii.gov
D |Kobayashi Bert 19|Watalae Kahzla, Diamand Head, Kaimuki, Kapahulu 304 |{808) 586-6310  |repkobayashi@capitol.hawaii.gov
D |lee Chris 51 [Kailua, Waimanalo 313 |(808) 585-9450  |[repclee@Capitol.hawaii.gov
D [Lowen Nicole § | Kathra-Kona, Holualos, Kafaoa, Honokehau 328 |{808) 586-8400 |replowen@capitol.hawaii.gov
j #akiki, Punchbowl, Nurranu, Dowssett Hightands, Pacific . e
D |Luke Sylvia 25 elehie. Pation . 332 |(808) 586-8530  |repluke@Capitol.hawait.gov
D |McDermott Boh 4{|Ewa, Ewa Beach, Ewa Gentry, Jroquois Paint 333 |(808) 586-9730  |repmcdermott@capitol.hawaii.gov
b [McKelvey Angus 10| West Maui, Maatzes, Morth kihel 320 (808} 586-6160  |repmckelvey@Capitol hawaii.gov
. Kalihi Valley, Kamehameha Helghts, portion of tower . . -
D [Mizune John 28\ kain 436 }(808) 586-6050  [repmizuno@Capitol.hawaii.gov
D {Morikawa Deae 3 6|Niihau, Lehua, Kooa, Waimea .310 {(808} 586-6280 |repmorikawa@capitol.hawaii.gov
D |Nakashima Mark 1 |Hamakuz, Narth Hil, South Hilo 406 |(808) 586-6680  lrepnakashima@Capitol.hawaii.gov
D |Nishimoto Scott 271 |Kapahalu, MeCully, Moilili 441 [{808) 586-8515  |repnishimoto@Capitol.hawaii.gov
D |Chno Takashi 27 |Nuuany, 1iliha, Pauoa, Alews Heights 330 |{208) 586-9415 repahno@capitol.hawaii.gov
D |Onishi Richard 3 JHiio, Keaau, Kurdistown, Valcana 435 [{808) 586-6120  |reponishi@capitol.hawaii.gov
D |Oshiro Marcus A 5| Wabiava, Whitmare Village 306 |{808) 586-6200 repmashiro@Capitol.hawaii.gov
D |Rhoads Karl 2G| Kalihi, Palama, wilel, Chinatawn 326 |{808) 586-6180 reprhoads@ Capitof.hawaii.gov
D [Satki Scott 26| McCully, Kaheka, Kakazko, Downtown 418 |{808) 586-8485 |repsaiki@Capitol.hawall.gov
- SE. Latis Heights, Palolo, aunalant Helghts, Wilhelm
D |Say Calvin 20| pice :aimuét o Masmalan Helhts, Wihelmina 431 }{808) 586-6100 [repsay@Capitol.hawaii.gov
. Kahakuloa, Walhee, Watehu, Puuchata, Wailuku, . . .
D |Souki Joseph aikapy 433 [(808) 586-9444 [repsouki@Capitol.hawaii.gov
D JTakai K. Mark 33|Alea 305 [{808) 586-8455 |reptakai@Capitol.hawail.gov
D iTakayama Gregg 34 |Pearl City, Waimalu, Patifie Pallsadss 324 }(808) 586-6340 reptakayama@capitol.hawaii.gov
D {Takumi Roy 35 |Pear] Clty, Manana, Waipio - 444 {{808) 586-6170  |reptakumi@Capitol.hawaii.gov
R {Thielen Cynthia 50 [¥allua, Kaneohe Bay 443 |(808) 586-6480 |repthielen@Capitol.hawaii.gov
. Wallua Homesteads, Haramaulu, Lihue, Puhi, Old Kolea . . -
D {Tokioka James Kunane 15! o, Omezo 322 |{808) 586-6270 |reptokioka@Capitol.hawaii.gov
D {Tsuji Cliftan 2|Keaukaha, parts of Hilo, Pansews, Walakea 402 |({808) 586-8480  |[reptsuji@Capitocl hawaii.gov
R |Ward Gene 17|Hawall Kat, Kalama valtey 318 |(808) 586-6420 |repward@Capitol.hawail.gov
D |Woodsan Justin g|Kahulul, Puunene, Old Sand Hills, Maui Lani 302 (808} 586-6210 |repwoodson@capitol.hawaii.gov
. Kaneche, Heela, Ahuimanu, Xahaluu, Haiku Valley, . .
D |Wooley Jessica 48|;50m,m, 327 [(808) 586-8540  |repwooley@Capitol.hawail.gov
D |yamane Ryan 37 |Miiitant, Walplo Gentry, Waikele 420 |(808) 586-6150  |repyamane@Capitol.hawaii.gov
j Sprecklesvilla, Pukalani, Makawao, Kula, Keokea, . B ..
D |Yamashita Kyle 12| upataian, Kahulul 422 |{808) 586-6330  |repyamashita@Capitol. hawaii.gov




Hawaii State Senate

| 2013-2014 Legisiature

First Name - 'i" Dist. . E-Mail Address

D |Baker Roz 5 |south and West taui 230 {(808} 586-6070  [senbaker@Capitol.hawaii.gov

D |chun-Dakland  |Suzanne 13 e e o PacieHelibis [ 224 [(808) 586-6130  [senchunoakland@Capitot. hawaii.gov
Mllifary Mauka, Waipl'c Atres, Wheeler, Waliawa,

D {Dela Cruz Donovan 22 :\L:l:nrr;::eviilage,porﬁunof 202 |{808) 586-6090  |sendelacruz@capitol,hawaii.gov

D |English ). Kalani 713::15:;:'; ‘:;;‘;w"“""Mmi'Mc'bm' 205 |{808) 587-7225  |senenglish@Capitol.hawail.gov

D |Espero willie 19 ;f::fs:::;;sf;a,:j:mfa‘;:”b"Ge“""" roquels 231 [{808) 586-6360 |senespero@Capitol.hawaii.gov

D [Gabbard Mike g0fjer, Mookl sndpomionsof s, Kaloelon, ¢ | 901 |(808) 586-6830 | sengabbard @Capitol.hawai.gov

D |Gatuteria Brickwood 12 mi;'lkfnﬂsa Moana, Kakafako, MeCill, 221 |(808)586-6740  |sengaluteria@Capitol. hawaii.gov

D |Green losh 3 JKona, Ka' 215 }{808) 586-9385 sengreen@Capitol. hawaii.gov
Kane'ohe , Ka'a"awa, Hau'ula, L3'e, Kahuku, Watalua, .

| |Hee Clayton 23 ::::::x:‘?;'awﬁ,smqﬁeld 407 |(808)586-7330  |senhee@Capitol.hawaii.gov

D|ige David 1 e e o | 208 |(808)586-6230  [senige@capitol.hawaii gov

D |hara, Ir. Les 1 et Lo st Maunalnl | 530 |(808) 586-6250  [senihara@Capitol hawail.gov

D jKahele Gilbert 1o 213 [(808)}586-6760 [senkahele@capitol.hawaii.gov

D [Keith-Agaran Gilbert 5 |waituky, Watha'e, Kahuiui 409 |(808) 586-7344  |senkeithagaran@capitol.hawaii.gov

D [xidani Michelle EE I 228 [(808)586-7100  [senkidani@Capitol.hawaii.gov

D [Kim Donna Mercado L vt tater Moanala | 910 |(808) 587-7200  {senkim@CapitoL.hawail.gov

D [Kauchi Ronald 8 |kauat, tirihau 206 |(808)586-6030 |senkouchi@capitol.hawaii.gov

D {Nishihara Clarence 17 fwaipahu, Crestview, Manana, Pearl City, Pacific Pallsades| 204 1{808) 586-6970  |sennishihara@Capitol.hawaii.gov

D jRuderman Russell 2{Puna, Katie 217 {{808) 586-6890 |senruderman@capitol.hawaii.gov

D [shimabukure  [Maite B[ e, WAL 927 1(808) 5867793 [senshimabukuro@capitol.hawail gov

R [slom Sam |kl Kulfou'os, M, " Hana, Walsliekahals| 514 |(308) 586-8420  [senslom@Capitol.hawaii.gov

D |Selomon Malama 4|tito, Hamakua, Kohala, Waimea, Waikoloa, Xanz 216 |(808) 586-7335 senscloman@capitol.hawall.gov

D |Taniguchi Brian 11 | Manoa, Makiki, Punchbowl, Papakalea 219 |(808)586-6460  [sentaniguchi@Capitol. hawaii.gov

D |Thielen Laura 25 Kwa::a:::k:'a::ﬂﬂe:::‘:c:m" Hils, Maunawill, | 593 }(808) 587-8388  [senthielen@capitol.hawaii.gov

D |Tokuda Jifl 24 |ane'ahe, Kine'ohs MCAB, Kailua, He'efa, 'Ahuimanu 218 [(808} 587-7215  |sentokuda@Capitol.hawaii.gov
Kalihl, Mapunapuna, Arport, Sa Lake, Allamany, Faster

D |wakai Glenn ISE;HIckam.Peaﬁ 203 |(808) 586-8585  |senwakai@capitol.hawaii.gov

To send a message online visit www.capitol.hawaii.gov

Representatives: http://www.capitol.hawail.gov/members/legislators.aspx?chamber=H

Senators: http://www.capitol.hawail.gov/members/legislators.aspx?chamber=5

if you do not know wheo your representatives are: www.capitol.hawaii.gov (top right) see,

"find your legislator®

Office of the Governor

The Honorable Neil Abercrombie
Governor, State of Hawali
Executive Chambers, State Capito!
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Phone: 808-586-0034

Fax: 808-586-0006




