
 

Aloha my Brothers and Sisters, 

The Catholic sacrament of Baptism is the foundational sacrament that washes away original 
sin, brings the person into the Body of Christ, and initiates them into the Church, making 
them a member of God's family. Administered through the ritualistic pouring of water or 
immersion in water while reciting the Trinitarian formula ("I baptize you in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit"), it confers sanctifying grace and the presence of 
the Holy Spirit, opening the door to receive all other sacraments and the new life in Jesus 
Christ. 

Why does Baptism have to come first?  
Every other sacrament depends on us being in a relationship of friendship with God. But 
friendship demands some sort of equality between people. Obviously, there is no way in 
which we can put ourselves on level ground with God. But God has chosen to put Himself on 
level ground with us by taking on human nature in the Person of His Son, Jesus Christ. In 
Baptism, we are united with Jesus by God’s grace—sharing in the salvation He won by His 
death and Resurrection. Being one with Jesus establishes us in a relationship with God the 
Father which allows us to call upon Him as our own Father. Without this initial grace of God, 
we would not be prepared to receive His other graces. 

What are the symbols of Baptism and what do they mean? 

Water: This is the primary symbol of Baptism, and it is necessary for a valid baptism. Water 
represents life, cleansing, new birth—all of which are given to us spiritually in Baptism. But 
water also represents a forceful power which brings death. In the Red Sea, God gave the 
Israelites new life by leading them through water, but the same water rushed upon the 
Egyptians who pursued them. Spiritually, this represents the fact that the waters of Baptism 
give us a new life in God by first destroying in us the power of sin to which we were previously 
enslaved. 

White Garment: The color white symbolizes purity. This represents the fact that Baptism 
washes away the stain of all sin in a person, making of them a new creation. Being clothed in 
it calls to mind that we are clothed with Christ in Baptism. 

Baptismal Candle: This candle represents, the light of Christ: calling to mind the risen Christ 
Himself, who is the light of the world, but also calling to mind the faith which He offers us. It is 
lit from the Paschal Candle to represent the fact that this light is a gift which we receive from 
Christ as a gift, and which needs to be carefully guarded against anything that threatens to 
extinguish it. 
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MISSION / VISION STATEMENT:  WE ARE A CATHOLIC CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY—called to develop 
a deeper relationship with Christ. Such a relationship is fostered through active participation in: 
Word, Sacrament, Renewal Programs, Ministry/Service and other Spirit-led activities. We dedicate 
our time, talent, and treasure to install, in our parish community the basic building blocks of Christian 
living, to preach the Good News of Jesus Christ to all through our words, deeds, and lives.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

  

FULL Parish Clergy & Staff Directory 
available on our website. 

 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE SEPT 13/14  

Sunday Collection $ 11,249.39 

Online Donation (WeShare) $ 452.00 

Online Donation (Pushpay) $ 4,779.00 

Building, Equipment & 
Maintenance (BEM) 

$ 342.54 

OCC Capital Campaign (Non-
Assessed)  

$ 50.00 

Debt Reduction $ 1,137.00 

Mass Intentions $ 70.00 

Candles $ 631.00 

Preschool $ 100.00 

World Mission Day $ 10.00 

Catholic University of America $ 810.00 

Religious Ed $ 280.00 

Catholic Charities Hawaii $ 205.00 

WEEKEND TOTAL $ 20,115.93   

ST. JOHN APOSTLE & EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH  

95-370 Kuahelani Ave. Mililani, Hawaii 96789 | (808) 623-3332 

 www.stjohnmililani.org 

 MASS SCHEDULE  

Weekday:    8AM Monday – Saturday   

Sunday: 5PM (Anticipated Mass), 7AM,  
9AM, 11AM & 6PM  

ADORATION TIMES: 

Monday – Saturday  7AM – 8AM 

Friday after 8 AM Mass - 9:30 AM 

Wednesday 7 PM - 8 PM (Encounter Night)  

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Saturday:  3:30 - 4:30PM 

PARISH RECTORY HOURS  

Monday Closed 

Tuesday - Friday  8:30AM – 12PM,  
 1PM - 4PM 
 Closed 12PM – 1PM 
 for lunch 

Closed Saturday, Sunday, Holidays  

 

Please call the office for all other inquiries:  

Anointing, Baptisms, Blessings, Funeral, 

Homebound Communion & Marriage. 

 

PASTOR Fr. Anthony Rapozo 

PAROCHIAL 
VICAR 

Fr. Cipriano “Jojo” Alnas 

DEACONS Dcn. Romeo Ganibe  
Dcn. Mike Browning 

 

http://www.stjohnmililani.org/


 

 

 

Oil of Catechumens: This oil represents the strength that God gives us to enter the spiritual 
combat of life. Athletes and gladiators would anoint themselves with oil before the contest: this 
rite draws on that imagery. 

Sacred Chrism: Before Christ, priests, prophets, and kings were consecrated with this kind of 
perfumed oil. In the New Testament, Jesus perfectly fulfills all these roles in His Person. Our 
anointing with chrism calls to mind that, being united to Christ in Baptism, we are consecrated in 
these roles. 

What does it mean to be “consecrated”?  
To be consecrated means to be “set apart” for a purpose: for the worship of God. It is marked by 
an anointing with Sacred Chrism. In the Old Testament, priests were “set apart” to offer 
sacrifices to God, prophets to receive God’s word and bring it to others, and kings to order all 
things in their kingdom in harmony for the common good. 

Next week, we will look specifically at the Sacrament of Eucharist. 

 

After today’s readings, we can’t say we have not been warned about the dangers of mixed-up 
priorities. God’s Word is so very clear today on the necessity of putting Him first in all areas of our 
lives. 

We see this in the First Reading from Amos. The Lord has harsh words for those who would take 
advantage of the poor and whose priorities are not aligned with God’s.  

In the Second Reading from St. Paul’s letter to Timothy, Paul gives us the antidote to the self-
centeredness condemned in our First Reading. The antidote is to imitate Christ, “who gave Himself 
as a ransom for all.” Rather than thinking of Himself and how to “get ahead,” Christ gave Himself 
away — completely — for our sake. That is how we are to live.  

In our Gospel passage from Luke, the Lord shows us how to bridge the gap between worldly 
thinking and priorities and eternal thinking and priorities. Jesus tells the parable of the corrupt but 
clever steward who is about to be fired when the master discovers the steward has been 
squandering his property. Realizing his imminent unemployed status, the clever steward reaches 
out to the various debtors of his master to wheel and deal with them, making friends who would 
look out for him when he became jobless.  

What if we put that kind of effort into our own tasks as good stewards of all God’s gifts to us? Into 
our ministries, into the ways we could make more time for prayer as individuals, as couples, as 
families, and as a parish. What if we got as creative as the “bad steward” in the use of our finance 

so that we could give more generously to the poor and the advancement of God’s kingdom on the 
earth? That’s our lesson and our challenge. 

Continue from page 1 
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“Fix your whole heart upon God, and love Him with all your strength, for without this no one 
can be saved.”                    

                                                                                                   
   

Gratefully yours in the heart of Jesus Christ,  



 

  



 

 

 5 

  



 

 

  

Worldwide Marriage Encounter:   

In the parable of the dishonest 
steward, Jesus calls us to be prudent in 
our use of earthly resources and 
faithful with our spiritual ones. This 
applies to marriage as well. We are 
called to be wise with our time and 
energy, investing them in what truly 
matters: our relationship with God and 
our spouse. 

The next Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter Experience is                    
November 14-16, 2025,                          

at the St. Anthony Retreat Center in 
Kalihi Valley, Oahu.  

For more information, contact Ed and 
Betty Coda at (808) 258-6688 or 
email codawwme@gmail.com.  

Our website can be found 
at www.hawaiiwwme.org. 

Space is limited. Get your spot 
reserved now. 

 

mailto:codawwme@gmail.com
http://www.hawaiiwwme.org/


 

 



 

   



 

 

 
  

ST. JOHN is participating in Give Aloha, 

Foodland’s Annual Community Matching Gifts Program. 
From Sept 1- 30, customers are invited to make donations of up to $249 (per person) at checkout. 
Donations are accepted by Foodland, Sack N Save or Foodland Farm checkout. At checkout, present 
your Maika’i card (or provide number) and inform the cashier that you would like to make a donation 
to: St. John Apostle & Evangelist, #77455. 



 

 

 
 

  

Don’t Forget to Turn in Your 

Commitment Card 

We’re still in the midst of our 
annual Stewardship Renewal. If you 
haven’t returned your Commitment 

Card or completed one online at 
the parish website, 

www.stjohnmililani.org, it is NOT 
too late. Returning your card is an 
important part of being an active 

member of St. John Apostle & 
Evangelist. Please take this 

opportunity to discern how God is 
calling you to grow closer to Him 

this year. 

 

 

IN ORDER TO ALLOW A GREATER 
PARTICIPATION IN THE ORDINARY 
JUBILEE YEAR IN THE DIOCESE OF 
HONOLULU, BISHOP SILVA HAS 
COMMISSIONED A TRAVELING 
JUBILEE CROSS THAT WOULD BE 
HOSTED BY EVERY PARISH IN THE 
DIOCESE THROUGHOUT THE YEAR. 

St. John Apostle and Evangelist Catholic 
Church will house the traveling Jubilee 
Cross from Friday, October 31 through 
Thursday, November 6. 

Jubilee indulgence may be obtained by 
visiting/venerating the Jubilee Cross 
when the ordinary conditions are met, 
namely, detachment from sin, 
sacramental confession, reception of 
Holy Communion, and prayers for the 
intentions of the Holy Father, with one 
Our Father, Hail Mary, and Glory Be. 

 



 

 

Our SJAE Children & Youth Choir had its first meeting/choir rehearsal but you 
still have time to join and sing at the October Children’s Mass! The choir is 
looking for children/youth who love to sing (ages 4-17) or who already play an 
instrument. Our next choir rehearsal will be on Thursday, 25 September, 4:30-
5:30 p.m. in the church. Are you interested in volunteering in this ministry? If 
so, please come to the meeting and meet our wonderful choir, leaders, and 
families. Need more information? Email (dzedalis@hawaii.rr.com), call or text 
Deb Zedalis (808-348-2973).   

WOMEN’S GUILD 2025 PILGRIMAGE: Thursday, October 2nd from 9am – 3pm (arrival back to SJAE 
Church). We will be visiting Holy Trinity, Mary Star of the Sea and St. Patrick. Members and Guests 
are invited. THIS WEEKEND, Signup will be held in the lanai area on September 20 & 21, 2025 for 
all Masses. The cost is $10 to cover the cost of transportation, snacks and donations to the Host 
Church. Contact georgette.ane@gmail.com or abbie.99.06@gmail.com.  

 

On Fridays, during the month of September, 
watch and discuss the popular adaption of the 

Gospels.  See the stories of Jesus’ ministry come 
to life and provoke thought and discussion. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  

The CHOSEN – Season 5 MOVIE: 
Friday evenings: 

Sept 26 
7:00PM - 9:00PM | ONE COMMUNITY CENTER                                                                         

(2 episodes shown per session) 

Saint John Apostle and Evangelist 
Church Filipino American Catholic Group              

 is hosting a Novena and a Mass  
in Honor of St. Lorenzo Ruiz on 
September 19 – September 27      

After the 8am Daily Mass | Church Chapel  

FEAST DAY: Sept. 28, 2025 – Sunday 12 Noon 
in the OCC (after the 11:00 AM Mass)  

All are invited to join in this celebration. 
 

mailto:dzedalis@hawaii.rr.com
mailto:abbie.99.06@gmail.com


 

 

 
 

 

 

ALTAR SERVER TRAINING- Saturday, October 11, 2025 | 9:30AM 
– 11:00AM  

 
 

 

 

 

ALTAR SERVING TRAINING: SATURDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2025 | 9:30AM – 11AM  

• Altar servers will assist the clergy during the celebration of the Mass.  

• We welcome children and adults who have received their First Holy                                    
Communion to the Altar Server Ministry. 

More info: Margaret Higa | mjloghiga808@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

ST.  JOHN HOME MASS INVITATION  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DON’T MISS OUT! 
Applications are still open – but seats are filling 
fast! Secure your spot today and be part of an 
unforgettable year of faith, fun, and fellowship. 
Contact Meredith at SJAELifeteen@rcchawaii.org 
 

• Mass can be arranged in advance for Monday – Friday during the week (no Saturday or Sunday 
please), between the hours of 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.  

• Father will bring everything that is needed. All you need to provide is a table and an invitation 
to your family and friends to join you for Mass. Click on the QR code to register or call the office.  

 

The Eucharist is what draws us together and bonds us as a Catholic 
Community of faith. This Fall, Fr. Anthony & Fr. JoJo invite the          

St. John community to experience the Eucharist in a unique and 
intimate way by hosting a Mass at your home. It is a beautiful way to 

come together to celebrate our faith and to build community in a 
very special way. It can be especially meaningful to celebrate a 

special occasion or milestone such as a birthday, anniversary, or 
family reunion. This is a special experience of the Eucharist. 

 

We invite you to a special adult faith formation series 
titled "Vatican II: An Overview" led by Deacon Mike Browning. 
This engaging and informative series will explore the history, 
politics, and key teachings of the Second Vatican Council—    
one of the most transformative events in modern Church history. 

🗓 Schedule:  
• October 2 & 9 – The Four Constitutions 

• October 30 & November 6 – Other Major Documents 

📍 Sessions will be held from 6:30-8pm in the One             
Community Center      

Come deepen your understanding of the Church’s journey 
through renewal and dialogue. All are welcome—bring a friend!   

 

mailto:SJAELifeteen@rcchawaii.org


 

 

                        

 

 

 

 

Y.A.B.S: YOUNG ADULT BIBLE STUDY (ages 18-39) in Room 4 on Tuesdays 6:30 PM - 7:30 PM ---- 
Let’s discover our faith and grow friendships. This is an amazing opportunity to deepen our love 
for Jesus in this modern age. Any Questions? Feel free to email: sjaeyoungadult@rcchawaii.org. 

ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (OCIA)  

❖ Do you want to be baptized?  

❖ Are you or do you know someone who is interested in becoming a part of 
the Catholic Faith?  

❖ Let us help you with your journey in receiving the Sacraments of Initiation.  

❖ Candidates will explore the elements of the Catholic faith in weekly 
meetings   with Catechists in preparation to receive all the Sacraments of 
Initiation.   

For more information, contact Deacon Romeo Ganibe at rganibe@rcchawaii.org. 
 

 

ST JOHN CATHOLIC PRESCHOOL – OPEN ENROLLMENT SY 2025-2026 
for ages 2.8 years - 6 years old. 

Year-round Montessori based teaching. 
For more information, call (808) 744-9538 or 

stjohns_preschool@rcchawaii.org 

JOB OPENING: 
St. John’s Catholic Preschool is looking for a                                                  

Full-Time Head Teacher & Substitute Teacher Aides 
APPLY TODAY: https://www.catholichawaii.org/ about-us/careers/  

 

ENCOUNTER NIGHTS | EUCHARISTIC EXPOSITION & BENEDICTION 
WEDNESDAYS | 7:00 PM | 

REDISCOVER THE SENSE OF ADORATION IN SILENCE 

First Reading: Amos 6:1a, 4-7    Responsorial Psalm 146:7, 8-9, 9-10  

Second Reading: 1 Timothy 6:11-16   Gospel: Luke 16:19-31 

mailto:stjohns_preschool@rcchawaii.org
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Amos/6?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Psalms/146?7
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Psalms/146?7
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1timothy/6?11
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/16?19


 

 

MASS INTENTIONS   

  

HEALING / BLESSINGS   
Mairenui Tauotaha-Amo, Helen Guerrero, Thomas Ramos, John Bates, Cindy Abernathy, Barbara Ursal, 

Hildegard Borowitz, Roland Crisostomo, Margie Romasanta, Noemi Angeles, Julius Magio, Felicia 

Routon, Adam & Rosie Olivares, Dolly Lapinad, Violet Mayock, Jim Murphy, Priscilla Sy, Maria, Sam 

Aguirre Sr., Dolores Roccia & Oscar Gatdula & those mentioned in the Parish Book of Prayers.  

DECEASED  
Richard Asakura, Magda Lamm, Stephanie Rapozo, Richard Mendes, Veronica Mamuad, Edna Corniel, 
Clarita Martinez, Antonio J. Saguibo Sr., Bunny Estera, Beth Simon, Ben Topinio, John L. Williams, 
Geraldo “Gerry” Uytingco, Dolores Villanueva, Wayne Rapozo & Alice Secor. 

Monday, September 22, 2025  

8 AM        Rosie Marie M. (RIP) 
                  Paulina Wong (Birthday Memorial)  
                  Souza Family of Kailua, HI    
Tuesday September 23, 2025 

 

8 AM        Wilfredo Pacleb (RIP) 
                  Paulina Wong (Birthday Memorial) 
                  Mark Bates (Birthday Blessing)  

Wednesday, September 24, 2025  
8 AM        Louie Cuerva (Death Anniversary) 
                  Gregorio Sosa (Birthday Blessing) 
                  Charleston Orden (Birthday Blessing) 
Thursday, September 25, 2025  

 

8 AM         James & Mildred Mizoguchi (RIP) 
                   Eric Umetsu (RIP)  
                   Monica Hartnett (Special Intentions) 
                   Maria Francia G. Villareal (Thanksgiving) 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

  

 

  Friday, September 26, 2025 

  8 AM      Pearl Bates (Special Intentions) 
                  Miller Family (Blessings) 
                  Oscar Gardula (Healing)  

Saturday, September 27, 2025 

8 AM      Tony Bamer (Birthday Memorial) 
                Demitrio Delos Santos (Death Anniversary) 
                Beatriz Ebuen (Death Anniversary) 

5 PM       Pearl Bates (Special Intentions/Thanksgiving)                                      

Sunday, September 28, 2025                                                             
7 AM      Isabel V. DeCosta (Birthday Blessing) 

9 AM      For the People 

11 AM    Fr Anthony Rapozo (Blessings from the family))   

6 PM      Suzanna Foster (RIP) 

                  
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Respect Life “We pray to you, O Lord, that we always 

recognize each member of this human family as being 
made in your image and beloved by you, with worth and 
dignity.”  

USCCB, “Prayer to Heal Racial Division”  

USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities,                        
“Life Matters: Forgiveness and Healing After Abortion” 

FUNERAL ANNOUNCEMENT: 

ALICE SECOR (RIP)- Tuesday, September 23 – St John Vianney Parish, Kailua; Funeral Mass:     
10 am; Burial:  1 pm ~ Hawaiian Memorial Park Cemetery, Kaneohe. 


