THE SOLEMNITY OF THE HOLY TRINITY JUNE 14/15, 2025

SPIRIT-LED NEWS

PASTOR'S CORNER

This week | would like to talk about and present a definition of Love, from the Biblical definition
and not the world’s definition. But let’s start with how our society defines love. Most
dictionaries define love as a profound and caring affection toward someone, encompassing a
range of feelings, from deep emotional attachment to romantic desire. It can also include
elements of compassion, respect, and commitment. Romantic Love: Intense emotional and
physical attraction between partners.

In Catholic theology, which is based on Scripture, love is not just an emotion but God's very
essence and the foundation of all existence. It is defined as a selfless, sacrificial love, a desire to
"will the good of the other," and is exemplified by God's love for humanity through Jesus Christ.
This love is unconditional, even in the face of sin, and requires a conscious choice to love God
and neighbor.

Here are some keys aspects biblical love:

Love as God's Essence:
The Catholic faith emphasizes that God is love, not just a lover. His being is intrinsically tied to
love, and He eternally exchanges love within the Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit).

Agape Love:

This term, borrowed from Greek, refers to a selfless, sacrificial love that is willing to give and
sacrifice for the well-being of others. It's the type of love God has for humanity and is
exemplified by Jesus' sacrifice on the cross.

Eros and Philia:

While Eros (romantic/passionate love) and Philia (brotherly love) are also recognized as forms of
love, they are understood as expressions of a deeper love, often rooted in the desire for
something beautiful or a shared bond with another.

Love as a Choice:

While feelings of love can be experienced, Catholics understand that love ultimately requires a
conscious choice to will the good of another. This choice is essential for loving God and
neighbor.

Unconditional Love:
God's love is described as unconditional, meaning He loves us even in our shortcomings and sins.
However, He cannot love sin itself and desires that we repent and choose to love Him back.

Continue to page 3
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Continue from page 1
Manifestations of Love:
Catholic teaching on love extends to various aspects of life, including prayer, marriage, and
service to others. It emphasizes the importance of humility, kindness, and selflessness in
relationships. (We live out this aspect of love by taking care of the poor, helpless; and by living
out a good Stewardship life).

As 1 John 4:7-12 states:

“Beloved, let us love one another, because love is of God; everyone who loves is begotten by
God and knows God. Whoever is without love does not know God, for God is love. In this way
the love of God was revealed to us: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might have
life through him. In this is love: not that we have loved God, but that he loved us and sent his

Son as expiation for our sins.”
Gratefully yours in the heart of Jesus Christ,

Fr. Anthony Rapozo

SUNDAY GOSPEL REFLECTION
BY CATHOLIC STEWARDSHIP CONSULTANTS

Today we celebrate the feast of the
Most Holy Trinity. What we are
commemorating is a central reality of
our Christian faith, that God is Trinitarian
in nature — three distinct persons in one
God.

The Church calls this truth a mystery, as
indeed it is. Some have said that
“mystery” in this context is “not a wall to
run up against but an ocean in which to
swim.” Contemplating the “ocean
depths” of this mystery can make us
humans feel so small, and almighty God so far from us. Yet nothing could be further from the truth
as today’s readings demonstrate.

In the second reading, St. Paul reminds us that God is intimately connected to us. “The love of God
has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.” God wants
live in the very depths of our being and in all the intimate details of our lives if we will let Him.

And in the Gospel from St. John, we learn that God holds back nothing of Himself from us. Jesus
tells His disciples (this includes us!) that the Holy Spirit “will take from what is mine and declare it
to you. Everything the Father has is mine.” Thus, we find ourselves drawn right into the midst of
this Trinitarian love. In fact, if the mystery of Holy Trinity is an ocean which to swim, the “water”
that makes up that ocean is love.

What then should be the response of the Christian steward to this sublime mystery? All we can do
is worship. And offer our lives back to God in total gratitude for calling us to live in the richness of
such unfathomable love.

“But when he comes, the Spirit of truth, he will guide you to all truth.”
~JOHN 16:13
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CONGRATULATIONS
Our Holy Ghost Royal Court 2025
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Queen Charmaine Ramos

Ladies-in-waiting Penelopi Lamug-Mendez, Macy Ray Boss, Carina May, Aryelle Macias



YOU'RE INVITED!

LET US JOIN TOGETHER FOR
CHURCH FELLOWSHIP!

SUNDAY, JUNE 29
12:00 PM (AFTER 11 AM MASS)

ST. JOHN KINDLY INVITES YOU
AND YOUR FAMILY TO A SPECIAL
TIME OF FELLOWSHIP, FOOD, AND
FAITH AT

ST. JOHN APOSTLE & EVANGELIST
CHURCH

IN THE OCC

POTLUCK STYLE: PLEASE BRING
A DISH TO SHARE



THE MYSTERY OF THE

FHOISY s 1ERTINT | g

I'he Trinity Revealed: One God, Three Experiences

We begin thinking abour the mystery of God as trinity with our experiences
of God as Creator, Savior and Sancuifier, Salvation history—the story of God's
relasionship with creation and humanity—reveals the threefold acrivity of God
as Father, the loving creator who brings into existence and cares for everything
thar exists: as Jesus, the human crucified liberator sent from God to show us
how 1o live as God's children; and as the Holy Spirit, who is now at work

transtorming and sanctifying everything in our world.

Many New Testament passages describe how the
three persons act and how they relate to each other
But the problem was how these the two new divine
revelations of Jesus and the Holy Spirit could be ex-
plained and reconciled with the fundamental belief
that there was only one God and not three.

The Trinity Explained: One Nature, Three Persons
By the tourth cenrury, several unsuccessful at-
tempts had been made 1o explain how oul
Christian God could be onec God noi

three. Finally at the ecumenical Councils

of Nicaca (AD 325) and Constantinople

(AD 381), to guide believers abour how this
mystery is to be talked about and understood.

a more accurate explanation was formulated thar
went beyond the biblical descriprive language buc
formulated its meaning and truch using a more

precise terminology.

Using terms based on our human experience
of how several different individuals or persons all
share one and the same human kind of being or
nature, the Council declared chat likewise God
was one divine nature that was shared by three
individual beings. "Nature” pointed 1o what
there was one of in God—divinity—and perion
identified whe there were three of in God—
Father, Son and Holy Spirie who all shared
this divinity. As the Catechism of the Catholic
Church remineds us: “In doing this, the Church
did not submit the faith to human wisdom,
but gave a new and unprecedented mean-

ing to these terms, which from then on

would be used to signify an incffable

mystery, infinitely beyond all char we

can humanly understand™ (#251).




MADE IN THE IMAGE
OF THE TRINITY

Theologians call our Christian belief in one God who
cxists as a trinity of persons a mystery. The word mys-
tery points to a reality that is beyond our full con-
ceprual explanation, but not beyond our experience.
We know God’s hidden threcfold personal mystery
only because God freely reveals it to us through Jesus,
God's messiah or Christ, through God's words gath-
ered together in the Bible, through God's loving ac-
tions toward us in creation and history, and in God's
own divine life of grace within us.

Though God freely revealed this mys-
tery in and through Jesus, God also rc-
veals this mystery in each onc of us.
Our touchstone to the mystery of the
Treinity is fiest of all the mystery of our
own self! We have been creared in the
image of God (Gen 1:27), which for us
Christians means that we have been cre-
ated in the image of the Trinity and our voca-
tion is to be in a relationship with God as threc in
one. And like that divine trinitarian reality which is
a mystery beyond our explanation but not our expe-
rience, our human reality has at its core a deep and
unfathomable mystery that we call our self, which
despite our most persistent efforts to “know ourself,”
always contains so much more than we can under-
stand or explain,

This interior self experiences, thinks and knows
and wills, but these experiences, thoughts, knowledge
and urges to action cannot be known unless we frecly
choose to reveal them by expressing them exteriorly
in our words and actions. Just as we would not
know the Father unless there is self-revela-
tion in word (God's word made mate-
rial in creation, Gen 1:1<2:1, Jn 1:1,
and made flesh in Jesus of Nazareth, Jn
1:14), so we would not know oursclves
or others without our expression of the
self-mystery within us. God also created
us by breathing into our material bodics
the “breath/Spirit of life” (Gen 2:7). So cach
of us is an image of the trinity, an original mysterious
self that expresses itself in Word and Spirit to enter
into relationships of with others in imitation of the
divine trinity in which we have been made.

OUR TRINITARIAN
JOURNEY

Pope Francis reminds us that “The mystery of the Trin-
ity was revealed 10 us by Jesus himself. He showed us the
face of God as merciful Father. He presented himself as
the Son of God and Word of the Father, the Savior who
gives his life for us. And he spoke of the Holy Spirit who
proceeds from the Father and the Son as our Consoler and
Advocate.

“The Trinity is the ultimate goal toward which our
carthly pilgrimage is directed. The journey of the Ches-

tian lifc is essentially a Trimitarian journey: the Holy

Spirit reminds us what Jesus taught us and guides
us to full knowledge of Christ’s teachings. Jesus,
in turn, came into the world to make the Father
known to us, o guide us to Him, to reconcile us
with Him,

Everything in the Christian life revolves
around the mystery of the Trinity and is fulfilled
according to this infinite mystery. Therefore, we
seck to always live in such a way that we remember
what goal, what glory we exist for, work for, struggle for,
suffer for, and what immense reward we are called to. This
mystery embraces our entire life and our entire Christian
being. We remember it, for example, each time we make
the sign of the cross: in the name of the Father, of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.”

ey
A TRINITY OF LOVE

“Three Persons are one God because the Father is love, the
Son is love, the Spirit is love. God does not live in splen-
did solitude but rather is an inexhaustible source of
life that is ceaselessly given and communicared.
The image of the Most Holy Trinity is in a cer-
tain way impressed upon everything thar exists,

because everything that exists, down o the least

particle, is a being in relationships, and thus

creative Love shines forth. All comes from love,
tends toward love, and is moved by love, naturally,
according to different grades of consciousness and free-
dom, The sirongest proof that we are made in the image
of the Trinity is this: only love makes us happy, because
we live in relationships, and we live 1o love and be loved."
—Pope Benedice XVI

The Mywicry of Holy Trinity wax wizres by Seeve Mariler, © Copyrighe 2024 by All Suars Pres (300) 525 8618 and ARian/vasrom. 27-246
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

“We boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God.” How do you hope to share in God’s glory...as a
priest, deacon or in the consecrated life? Contact the Vocation Office: Fr. Joseph Diaz (Director of
Vocations) at (808) 585.3355 or via email: jodiaz@rcchawaii.org.

Church Offices will be closed on Thursday, June 19th, in observance of Juneteenth.

DIOCESAN SEMINARIAN EDUCATION FUND: Next weekend, June 14/15, we will have a Second
Collection for our Diocesan Seminarian Education Fund. Envelopes are available at the back of the
church, or you may also donate online by visiting our parish website by clicking “Give online.”
Please be generous!

SENIOR BINGO |SUNDAY JUNE 22, 2025 | 12PM - 3PM | ONE COMMUNITY CENTER (OCC)|
Play BINGO & MINGLE! Enjoy FREE Bingo games, exciting prizes, FREE lunch & refreshments, &
connect with other senior parishioners for fun & fellowship. Summer Splash Bingo; Sunday, June
22,12 - 3pm, in the One Community Center. Presented & hosted by the Senior Ministry. Sign up
after all Masses on June 14 & 15. All kupuna are welcome. Questions, contact Barbara Ursal
808-671-4750.

Vocations are God’s call to each of us, guiding us to our life’s path, whether that’s becoming a
priest, a deacon, a religious brother or sister, a nun, getting married, or living a single life
dedicated to God. Praying for vocations means asking God to help more people hear His call and
respond with courage. This is why we at St. John’s have chosen to begin promoting our Vocations
Chalice Prayer Program. So, we can all participate in praying for more vocations for our diocese.
We would like to start the process of families taking home our parish Prayer Kit for Vocations in
July. Therefore, we need families to sign up. So, we want to encourage you and your family to sign
up to take home this Prayer Kit for a week. Our sign-up book is located at the main entrance of
the church. We pray for your support of this endeavor.

ST JOHN APOSTLE & EVANGELIST CHURCH is partnering with
KIPAPA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL to help students from families
with financial challenges with school supplies they need prior
to the beginning of the school year. Here's how you can help:
- Crayons (24 count) Facial Tissue (small box | large box 240
count) & Ruler 12” (1/2 & metric markings). Please drop off
suppl’Y DRIVE - your donation during office hours or in the collection box
May 31 - June 29th located at the back of the church. Mahalo for your support!

St John Apostle & Evangelist Adult Discipleship Group Presents: “Jesus and the Jewish Roots of
Mary” Group Study led by Fr Anthony. Classes has started on Thursday, May 1 | 9am & 6:30pm |
One Community Center. ALL ARE INVITED. Come and Honor our Mother by learning more about
her. If you are interested in learning more about Mary, come by the office and get your book.

SEASON OF HOPE | SEASON 3 — Has begun on May 6, 2025 | One Community Center
If you’re in need of consolation after losing a loved one, this Christ-centered faith-
sharing group is for you. It meets for six Tuesdays beginning May 6 from 6:30pm —
8:30pm for prayer, scripture, faith sharing and fellowship. For more information ¢
contact: Deacon Mike Browning @ (808) 295-3180 | Jeff Esposito @ (808) 392-0145.

< *‘,ff/yr“

}/{/‘ﬂ}f'/

-—-l. \_/ ;


mailto:jodiaz@rcchawaii.org

THE SOLEMNITY OF THE HOLY TRINITY JUNE 14/15, 2025

ENCOUNTER NIGHTS | EUCHARISTIC EXPOSITION & BENEDICTION
WEDNESDAVS | 7:00 PM |
REDISCOVER THE SENSE OF ADORATION IN SILENCE

JOB OPENING:
St. John’s Catholic Preschool is looking for a Full-Time Head Teacher.
APPLV TODAV: https://www.catholichawaii.org/ about-us/careers/
Call 808.744.9538 for more information.

ST JOHN PRESCHOOL - OPEN ENROLLMENT SV 2025-2026
for ages 2.8 years - 6 years old.
Vear-round Montessori based teaching.

For more information, call (808) 744-9538 or stjohns_preschool@rcchawaii.org

Y.A.B.S: YOUNG ADULT BIBLE STUDY (ages 18-39) in Room 4 on Tuesdays 6:30 PM - 7:30 PM ----
Let’s discover our faith and grow friendships. This is an amazing opportunity to deepen our love
for Jesus in this modern age. Any Questions? Feel free to email: sjaeyoungadult@rcchawaii.org.

VOLUNTEER TO SERVE DINNER AT INSTITUTE FOR HUMAN SERVICES (IHS): Join us in providing
warm, nourishing dinner to those in need at the Men's Shelter, 350 Sumner St., Honolulu every
3rd Wednesday of the month from 5:30pm-7pm. Parking is available. Maximum of 5 servers in
the kitchen. As a volunteer, you help plate and distribute meals to the guests with care and
hospitality. Your extra set of hands makes a big difference in ensuring everyone is served with
dignity and respect. If you would like to serve, please contact the parish office to sign up.

ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (OCIA)
< Never Confirmed in the Catholic Church?

% Do you want to be baptized? 7}?

¢ Are you or do you know someone who is interested in becoming a part of
the Catholic Faith?

+» Let us help you with your journey in receiving the Sacraments of Initiation.

«» Candidates will explore the elements of the Catholic faith in weekly meetings
with Catechists in preparation to receive all the Sacraments of Initiation.

For more information, contact Deacon Romeo Ganibe at rganibe@rcchawaii.org.

We invite our parishioners to consider purchasing a Columbarium niche suitable for two urns,
engraving on the niche cover and perpetual care. There are ample niches available in the
Columbarium. These niches are available to registered parishioners and immediate family
members. St. John's also offers our "In Memoriam" slab next to the entrance of our Columbarium.
This offers SJAE parishioners a way to memorialize a family member buried or entombed
elsewhere, bringing them into the sacred space of the SIAE Columbarium. If you would like to
receive more information about the Columbarium or our Memoriam Slab, please pick up one of
our Brochure Packets located at the main entrance of the Church or contact Mr. Duane Pavao
Director of Cemeteries: CATHOLIC FUNERAL & CEMETERY SERVICES, at (808) 783-6778 or by email
at: dpavao@cfcsmission.org or visit the Diocese website at: www.HawaiiCatholicCemeteries.org.



mailto:stjohns_preschool@rcchawaii.org
mailto:rganibe@rcchawaii.org
mailto:dpavao@cfcsmission.org
http://www.hawaiicatholiccemeteries.org/

THE SOLEMNITY OF THE HOLY TRINITY

MASS INTENTIONS

Monday, June 16, 2025

8 AM Fred Balmoja (RIP)
Lorenzo Abernathy (Birthday Blessing)
Moon Bates (Birthday Blessing)

Tuesday June 17, 2025

8 AM The Benitez Family (Thanksgiving/Blessings)

Briana DeCosta (Birthday Blessing)
Fred Balmoja (RIP)

Wednesday, June 18, 2025

8 AM Stephanie June Rapozo (RIP)
Mike Kozelka (RIP)
Fred Balmoja (RIP)
Thursday, June 19, 2025
8 AM Jonathan Somaoang (RIP)

Simon-John Somaoang (RIP)

JUNE 14/15, 2025

Friday, June 20, 2025

8 AM  Orlando Aglanao (Death Anniversary)
Raymond T.K. Aruda Jr. (RIP)

Saturday, June 21, 2025

8 AM  Federico & Carmelita Somaoang (RIP)
5PM  Mark Burnett (RIP)

Sunday, June 22, 2025

7 AM  Stephanie June Rapozo (RIP)

9 AM  For the People

11 AM  Suzanna Foster (RIP)

6 PM Deacon Mike & Aggie Browning

(Thanksgiving)

Rmyed l.i‘@ “Through our prayers and through the intercession of St. Joseph, patron of

fathers, may fathers come to know the irreplaceable role they hold in the lives of their
children, and the responsibility they share in welcoming God’s gift of new life!”

Most Reverend Shelton J. Fabre, Bishop of Houma-Thibodaux

“Fathers’ Irreplaceable Role in Welcoming Life”

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY, JUNE 22, 2025
THE SOLEMNITY OF THE MOST HOLY BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST (CORPUS CHRIST)

First Reading: Genesis 14:18-20
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26

HEALING / BLESSINGS

Responsorial Psalm: 110:1-4
Gospel: Luke 9:11b-17

Mairenui Tauotaha-Amo, Helen Guerrero, Thomas Ramos, John Bates, Cindy Abernathy, Barbara Ursal,
Hildegard Borowitz, John Basug, Claire Pilar, Roland Crisostomo, Addie Pablo, Margie Romasanta, Jim
Guzior, Freddy Willems, Florence Willems, Ross Licare, Butch Corpuz, Noemi Angeles, Julius Magio,
Felicia Routon, Adam & Rosie Olivares, Dolly Lapinad, Violet Mayock, Jim Murphy & Wayne Rapozo.

DECEASED

Virginie Amo, Amelia Santos, Jaime Sagucio, Aunty Trudy, Teresa Topinio, Linda C. Moses-Soares, John
Awong, Ernie Garcia Sr., Jim Walsh, Fr. Ambrose Monroy, Richard Asakura, Magda Lamm, Stephanie
Rapozo, Richard Mendes, Veronica Mamuad, Edna Corniel, Clarita Martinez & Antonio J. Saguibo Sr.


https://bible.usccb.org/bible/proverbs/8?22
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Psalms/104?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Psalms/104?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1corinthians/11?23
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/9?11

