EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD MARCH 30/31, 2024

SPIRIT-LED NEWS
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BE FEARLESS, BE JOYFUL, BE RENEWED: LIVING THE SPIRIT OF EASTER

By Loyola Press
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The Easter Season —beginning on Easter Sunday
and continuing for 50 days—is an opportunity for
us to cultivate a spirit that defines who we are as
Christians. So, what does living the spirit of the
Easter season mean in practical terms? Here are
three concrete suggestions.
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Live with Joy

Joy is a deep-down gladness that cannot be taken away, even in the midst of sorrow. The Passion
and Resurrection of Jesus teach us that suffering is transformed through faith in the Risen Christ.
With this faith, we are able to hold on to an enduring sense of joy even in the midst of the sadness
we experience from the loss of a loved one, a failure to achieve an important goal, or a setback
during recovery from an illness.

Live without Fear

The Resurrection teaches us that God can overcome anything, even death. When the Risen Christ
appears to the women at the tomb and later to his disciples, his first words are “Do not be afraid!”
(Mt 28:5,10) These words speak to our hearts, helping us cope with the fear from the loss of a job,
a serious illness, or a crumbling relationship. Our faith allows us to trust that God can overcome our
most serious problems.

Live with New Eyes

Easter means to live with a sense of newness. Just as the return of spring lifts our spirits and makes
us feel like the whole world is new, the Resurrection of Jesus makes “all things new.” (Rev. 21:5)
The Easter spirit is a spirit of renewal that enables us to show up at work with a positive attitude, to
renew relationships that have been taken for granted, and to express appreciation and affection to
those closest to us. It means to see the world through new eyes—God's eyes.

We can use these 50 days to cultivate an Easter spirit that enables us to be truly Christian:
embracing joy, living without fear, and seeing the world again—as if for the first time.
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ST.JOHN APOSTLE & EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH
95-370 Kuahelani Ave. Mililani, Hawaii 96789 | (808) 623-3332
www.stjohnmililani.org

MISSION / VISION STATEMENT: WE ARE A CATHOLIC CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY—called to
develop a deeper relationship with Christ. Such a relationship is fostered through active
participation in: Word, Sacrament, Renewal Programs, Ministry/Service and other Spirit-led

activities. We dedicate our time, talent, and treasure to install, in our parish community the basic
building blocks of Christian living, to preach the Good News of Jesus Christ to all through our

words, deeds, and lives.

PASTOR Fr. Anthony Rapozo
In Residence Fr. John Gabriel
DEACONS Dcn. Romeo Ganibe

Dcn. Mike Browning

FULL Parish Clergy & Staff Directory available
on our website.

MASS SCHEDULE

Weekday: 8AM Monday — Saturday

Sunday: 5PM (Saturday Vigil), 7AM, 9AM,
11AM & 6PM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday: 3:30 - 4:30PM

PARISH RECTORY HOURS

Monday Closed
Tuesday - Friday 8:30AM —12PM,
1PM - 4PM
Closed 12PM - 1PM
for lunch
Closed Saturday, Sunday, Holidays

Please call the office for all other inquiries:
Anointing, Baptisms, Blessings, Food Pantry,

Funeral, Homebound Communion & Marriage.

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE MAR 23/24
Sunday Collection $13,302.41
Online Donation (WeShare) $ 3,950.00
Building, Equipment & Maintenance $205.00
(BEM)

OCC Capital Campaign $615.00
(Non-Assessed)

Funeral $300.00
Debt Reduction $808.00
Social Ministry $5.00
Easter Flowers $625.00
Easter $100.00
Stewardship $100.00
Mass Intentions $250.00
Candles $661.00
Ash Wednesday $21.00
CRS Bowl $69.00
Catholic Relief Services $5.00
Holy Thursday $430.00
Good Friday $75.00
Catholic Charities Hawaii $20.00
WEEKEND TOTAL $21,541.41
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Easter Sunday Reflection

Quote:

Exult, let them exult, the hosts of heaven, exult, let Angel
ministers of God exult, let the trumpet of salvation sound
aloud our mighty King’s triumph! Be glad, let earth be glad,
as glory floods her, ablaze with light from her eternal King, let
all corners of the earth be glad, knowing an end to gloom and
darkness. Rejoice, let Mother Church also rejoice, arrayed
with the lightning of his glory, let this holy building shake
with joy, filled with the mighty voices of the peoples...
~Excerpt from The Exsultet

Today’s glorious solemnity is the ultimate cause of all joy,
fulfillment, happiness, and glory. If Jesus only died on the
Cross, destroying death, something would be missing—the
restoration of life into a transformed and glorified living.
Easter is not only about the forgiveness of sins, it’s about the
temporal and eternal glorification of every human soul who
dies and rises with Christ. When we focus upon the Gospel
and consider the many lessons Jesus taught and the example
He set, the Cross is often considered the difficult message
and Easter the easy message. But is it?

The message of the Cross, as presented to us through both Jesus’ teachings and His lived
example, is certainly challenging. Each one of us is called to the same depth of selfless
surrender of our lives to the Father’s will. We must each die completely to ourselves, be
purified from every sin and every attachment to sin, from every bad habit and every worldly
thought, and from everything that is not God and God alone. When our calling to die with Christ
and to embrace His Cross is clearly understood, as it has been by the saints, it is likely that
Christians become overwhelmed at the seemingly daunting and impossible task of dying in and
with Christ.

When it comes to the Resurrection, one might be tempted to say that it is easy to accept the
message it presents. New life in Christ, the fullness of joy, complete transformation, and eternal
beatitude in Heaven—these initially appear easy to embrace. However, the challenge that the
profound reality of Easter presents to us is that we can be certain that our current
understanding of what it means to share in the Resurrection of Christ is but the faintest shadow
of the reality. In truth, very few people in this life have come close to understanding the glory
to which we are called on account of the Resurrection. Saints Francis of Assisi, Catherine of
Sienna, John of the Cross, Thérése of Lisieux, to name a few, are among those who penetrated
the mystery of Easter while still here on earth. They achieved this spiritual knowledge only by
fully dying with Christ through a life of profound prayer, penance, and charity that completely
united their souls to the Most Holy Trinity.

As we celebrate Easter, it is important to know that we do not yet know all that is promised to
us by the Resurrection of Christ. If we can at least know that, then our spiritual appetites will
make us hungry to know. Too often, Christians go through life satisfied with the most basic
understanding of the Gospel. We know that God became man, lived His life, gathered followers,
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taught and performed miracles, died on the Cross, rose again, ascended into Heaven, and sent
the Holy Spirit. Furthermore, we have hope in His promise that if we remain in His grace, then
we will share in Heaven after we die. But this is an exceptionally incomplete view of the full
reality that has been comprehended in this life by the saints. It is their understanding we must
seek with every power of our souls.

What does it mean to share in the new life of Christ? What does it mean to share in the glory of
the Resurrection? What will Heaven be like for those who enter into the highest realms of glory
in this life compared to those who only do the basics? What will the New Heavens and the New
Earth be like when Jesus returns in all His glory for the Final Judgment? If these are questions
you have never deeply pondered and probed, then know that the answers that await you are
more glorious than you could ever imagine. In other words, if you were to sit quietly and spend
all day trying to imagine the best and most glorious life, trying to use your mind to draw a
picture of the happiness and full joy of Heaven, you can be certain that you could never even
come close to imagining the reality. That humble fact ought not discourage you; it should fill
your conscience with a desire to know what you do not know. That is the first step.

A deep and vast spiritual comprehension of the joy of sharing fully in the Resurrection of Christ
can only be given to us by a direct infusion of grace by God Himself. When a soul receives this
infused knowledge, they become so overwhelmed with wonder and awe that they realize that
committing even the smallest sin is absolute foolishness and is the path to the loss of
everything. They realize that if they were to gain everything this world has to offer—every
comfort, wealth, power, and prestige—they would be absolutely miserable compared to the
person who shares fully in the Resurrection. They realize that the only thing worth anything is
the complete abandonment of one’s life to the will of God, a willingness to suffer anything and
everything for Christ, to serve and not be served, to forgive everyone completely, to love with
every fiber of their being, and to continuously remain in a state of prayerful recollection with
God.

If living such a life seems impossible, it’s not. It only seems that way when we fail to grasp the
prize that awaits those who strive for the perfection of divine union. The Easter message and
mystery is not just about being good and happy. It’s not just about trusting in the hope of
Heaven after we die. The fullness of the message and mystery of Easter can only be understood
if we begin the long and difficult journey toward divine union. Only those who begin it in haste
have a chance of completing it. Begin it today by acknowledging that there is so much that you
do not know. There is so much that God is calling you to and wants to bestow upon you. There
is more joy in the Resurrection of Christ than anything else in life. Don’t aim for the lowly and
passing things of life—aim for the highest heights of glory. Seek to understand the Resurrection
this Easter so that you will be able to share more fully in the higher grades of glory that God
wants to bestow upon you.

Prayer: My Resurrected Lord, the glory to which You have called me is beyond my natural
capacity to comprehend. | could never imagine what awaits those who fully, and without
reserve, surrender their lives to You and obey every aspect of the Father’s will. Please fill me
with a realization that there is so much more that | do not know. Inflame my soul with a desire
to quench that longing to know You more so as to share more fully in the glories of the
Resurrection while here on earth and forever in Heaven. Jesus, | trust in You.
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READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY APRIL 7, 2024
Second Sunday of Easter/ Sunday of Divine Mercy

First Reading: Acts of the Apostles 4:32-35 Responsorial Psalm: 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24
Second Reading: 1 John 5:1-6 Gospel: John 20:19-31
PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

The parish office will be closed on Monday, April 1st, in observance of
Prince Kuhio Day.

Pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet on
Sunday, April 7th, at 3pm in the church.

Join St. John’s Knights of Columbus pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet, a vital
part of the divine Mercy devotion given to the Church through St. Maria
Faustina Kowalska, and Pope St. John Paul Il. This powerful prayer calls us to
offer sacrifice and penance in union with Christ’s Passion for the sake of our
sins and the world'’s.

Join St. John’s Clergy in a Group Study of Jesus
and the Jewish Roots of the Eucharist
Unlocking the Secrets of the Last Supper by Dr. Brant Pitre .
Thursdays, April 11 — May 30, 2024 6:30pm | One Community Center Jesus, I'trust in You

AN EVENING WITH SARAH HART IN CONCERT
FRIDAY, APRIL 12 at 7PM, OCC.
To purchase tickets, visit the parish website,
www.stjohnmililani.org

St. John will be hosting FREE screenings of The
Chosen Season 4 in April!

Stay tuned for the dates and times...
CLASHING KINGDOMS. RIVAL RULERS. THE
ENEMIES OF JESUS CLOSE IN WHILE HIS
FOLLOWERS STRUGGLE TO KEEP UP, LEAVING
HIM TO CARRY THE BURDEN ALONE.
Threatened by the reality of Jesus’ growing
influence, religious leaders do the
unthinkable— ally with their Roman
oppressors. As the seeds of betrayal are planted
: fi. : 7 and opposition to Jesus’ message turns violent,

e ST~ e he’s left with no alternative but demand his
FHE CHOSIEN followers RISE UP.

SEASON FOUR
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MASS INTENTIONS

Monday April 1, 2024 Saturday  April 6, 2024

8 AM Leah Esposito 8 AM All Souls in Purgatory
(Birthday Blessing) (RIP)

Tuesday April 2, 2024 5PM Diane Kotch (RIP)

8AM James & Mildred Mizoguchi
(RIP)

Wednesday April 3, 2024 Sunday April 7, 2024

8 AM Gibson & Pagador Family 7 AM Alex Dizol
(Blessing/Thanksgiving)

Thursday April 4, 2024 9 AM For the People

8 AM Luther G. Fernandez (RIP) 11 AM Cody Kaneao Pascual

(Birthday Blessing)
Friday April 5, 2024 6 PM Kathleen Smart (Healing)
8 AM Guerrero Family

(Blessings/Thanksgiving)
Feliciano Dona (RIP)

We must identify
R%pwf l_it@: “With great openness and courage, we need to question the steps we afe

how widespread is the culture of life today among individual Christians, called to take
families, groups and communities in our Dioceses. With equal clarity and '
determination, we must identify the steps we are called to take in order to
serve life in all its truth”

(The Gospel of Life 95)

FUNERAL ANNOUNCEMENT

ROBERT “BOB” MELI ANE (RIP) — Saturday, April 6, 2024 - Family Visitation: 9:00 am;
Public Visitation: 9:30 am; Eulogy: 10:15 am; Mass: 11:00am.

HEALING / BLESSINGS

Mairenui Tauotaha-Amo, Helen Guerrero, Stephanie Rapozo, Thomas Ramos, John Bates, Cindy Abernathy,
Richard Guillory, Patrice Wilson, Gene Lumantas, Clarita Martinez, Jim Walsh, Lita Guerrero, Florida Badua,
Allene Ishikawa, Dominador Rulloda, Sam Rombaoa, Cherissalyn & Tuputasi Gaopoa, Nicole Guerrero,
Lourdes Amasol, Dr. Luis Raguton & Manny Rodil.

DECEASED

Margaret Nakamura, Wendell Perry, Gary Garcia, Daniel Ariola, Maxima Looney, Suzanna Foster, Ruth
Hartzel, Angela Topinio, Diane Kotch, Florence P. Albano, Julian Rillamas Jr., Vivencia Mamaril, Salvador
Ganzon Jr & Sr, Philip Chircop Sr., George Szczepkowski & Robert Ane.

“Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed."

~ JOHN 20:29



